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CHAIRMAN SM TH. M. Safran noves that we come out of
Executive Session. Al in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al opposed? The ayes have it. Let
me say, when we were in executive session, there
were no votes taken and no natters decided. And
we are up with our first candidate, Judge
McKi nnon. How are you doi ng today?

JUDGE MCKINNON:  Fine, sir. How are you?

CHAIRMAN SM TH:  Good to see you. | see you brought
a guest with you today. Wuld you like to
I ntroduce her?

JUDGE MCKINNON:  Yes. This is ny lovely wife, Ellen
MeKi nnon.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Hey, Ellen. How are you doi ng?

M5. MCKINNON:  Doing well. How are you doi ng?

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Doing well. Wl conme today.

THE HONORABLE W LLI AM A, MCKI NNON, bei ng duly sworn,

testifies as follows:

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Before you, you have your
Personal Data Questionnaire and your Sworn
Statenment. Are those both docunents that you've
submtted to the Conm ssion?

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Yes, sir.
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CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  Are they correct?

JUDGE MCKINNON:  If they' re the sane as what |

submtted, yes, sir, they are.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH.  All right. Do you have any objection
to us marking those as exhibits to your sworn
testinony here today?

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  No, sir.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Wthout exception, wll
you hand those to Lindi, please, sir?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 1 was marked for identification

pur poses - (13 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorable WIliam A MKinnon.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 2 was marked for identification

pur poses - (6 pages) Sworn Statenment of The Honorabl e

WIlliam A MKinnon.)

JUDGE MCKINNON:  Well, the one thing -- | guess,
emai | ed about there was a lawsuit in Florida. |
think the Conmssion is aware of that. | wasn’t
sure if it was included. | never got served.
That wasn’t nentioned.

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al right. But you have told your
screeni ng counsel that?

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Ckay.

JUDGE MCKINNON:  And it was a disgruntled crimnal
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def endant who filed suit in federal court in
Florida. It was dism ssed.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH: A court in Florida?

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  You shoul d have used that as an
excuse to take a vacation down in Florida.

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRVAN SMTH. Al right. Well, we’ll add that as
an amendment to your PDQ Al right. Judge
McKi nnon, the Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion
has t horoughly investigated your qualifications
for the bench. Qur inquiry is focused on the
nine evaluative criteria and has also included a
bal | ot box survey, a thorough study of your
application materials, verification of your
compliance with state ethics |aws, a search of
newspaper articles in which your nane appears, a
study of previous screenings and checks for
econom c conflicts of interest. W received no
affidavits in opposition to your candi dacy today,
and there are no witnesses here to testify. So
do you wish to nake a brief opening statenent to
t he Comm ssion?

JUDGE MCKINNON: Only to say it’'s been an honor and a

privilege to serve the state on the bench, and I
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hope to be able to continue to do so.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Thank you so nuch.

Answer any questions that your screening counse

may have for you

JUDCE MCKINNON:  Thank you.
JUDGE MCKI NNON - EXAM NATI ON BY MS. BARTON:

Q
A

Q

Good norni ng, Judge.

Good nor ni ng.

Judge McKinnon, after serving five years on the
Grcuit Court bench, why do you want to continue
serving as a Circuit Court judge?

It’s been the privilege of ny life to be able to
serve as a Circuit Court judge in South Carolina.
And | |ove being engaged in the practice, you
know, hearing great attorneys and thinking about
| egal arguments. And | would hope to be able to
conti nue.

Thank you. Judge MKinnon, what do you think
your reputation is anmong the attorneys that
practice before you?

| hope that it is that | amfair and that | give
everyone a chance to be heard and that | make the
best decision that | can make based on what’'s in
front of ne.

The Conmi ssion received 444 ballot box surveys
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Q
MS. BARTON: | would note that the Piednont Ctizens

regarding you with 29 additional coments. The
bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive coments, “Excellent judge,
very intelligent, excellent tenperanent,

t houghtful and works hard.” One of the comments
were froma -- I'’msorry -- there were three
negative comments that expressed concern. They
related to your lack of trial experience prior to
comng to the bench, your |lack of comon pl eas
experience and favoritismto the prosecutor.

What response would you offer to those concerns?
All 1 can say is | spent ny entire career in the
-- except for the very end when I was in the
solicitor’s office as a civil attorney, so |I'm
not entirely sure what to say to soneone who says
| don’t have any civil experience. And as to
favoritismto the prosecutor’s office, | just --

| mean, | hear fromboth sides. And | strive to
be fair and inpartial, and | don’'t think | show
any favoritism

Thank you.

Conm ttee found Judge MKinnon qualified in the
evaluative criteria of the constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 12

stability. The Commttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academi c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judici al
tenperanment. The Committee stated in sumary,
“Though his record of scholarship is form dable,
one cannot tell it from Judge MKi nnon's hunbl e
and consci enti ous approach to his work as a
judge. He is clearly a man who is al ways eager
to learn nore, yet he tenpers his intellect with
w sdom and common sense. Hi s industriousness and
avowed love for his job bring credit not only to
his own work but the judicial profession

general ly.”

Judge, just a few housekeeping issues. Since
subm tting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conmm ssion about
your candi dacy?

No, ma’ am

Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

Yes, nma’ am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you

sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
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either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A No, mm’' am

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
Intervene in this process on your behal f?

A No, ma’ am

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand, the
Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging and Sout h
Carol i na Code 2-19-70(E)~?

A Yes, ma' am

M5. BARTON: | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
t he questioning of the candidate today. M.
Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Thank you very nuch.
Judge McKinnon, let ne start off and tell you
what |’ve told all the candi dates, especially the
sitting judges who are running for reelection, is
that this Comm ssion -- one of the biggest
attributes we believe of a judge is their
t enperanment and their deneanor while they' re on

t he bench. And so we take -- we | ook at the
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bal | ot box surveys, and they’ re not

determ native, but they generally -- it’'s a
anonynous process to which anyone can say
anyt hi ng good about you or say anything bad about
you. And so -- but you -- one thing that they
are to us is indicators if there’'s issues. You
see a pattern that may cone through these. And |
want to congratul ate you and comend you nore on
your ball ot box surveys. Because when we | ook
through this, judicial tenperanent -- and, you
know, you hold court, and you have to nake

deci sions, and you have litigants, and you have

| awyers who are not happy wth your decisions at
sone point. But | can tell you one thing that
you do is, however you handl e your rulings and
how you handl e yourself, you do w t hout

of fending, at l|least the | awers. Because when |
| ook through this there are no negative coments
about your tenperanent. You have -- overwhel m ng
iIs well qualified, just a handful qualified and
zero unqualified. And so | just want to tell you
that puts you in the elite of the judges around
here fromwhat we see. At |east you ve ticked
of f sonebody during your process of being on the

bench, but you apparently have not as a | awyer.
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JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Thank you, Chairman Sm t h.
CHAIRVMAN SM TH.  All right. Any questions for Judge

And so that's remarkable. And so what | want to
tell you is, you know, those things -- the way
you treat litigants, the way you treat the court
staff, the way you treat juries and the way you
treat |awers all is sonmething that is very

I mportant to upholding the integrity of the |egal
system And you, obviously sir, have done it in
a remarkabl e fashion, and | want to thank you for
that. Thank you for your service, and all | can
tell you is keep up the good work. And hopefully
when you' re back here again in six years you'l
see we’'ll have the sane zero coments, and you’l
be in the elite of the judges in this state. So
t hank you for upholding the integrity of our
bench and for our judicial system and you're a

shining star in this. So thank you very nuch.

McKi nnon? Al right. | think we're al

t horoughly inpressed with your eval uations, your
qual ifications. Again, thank you for the job
you’ ve done, and | appreciate you being here
today. So let ne -- all right. So this wll
conclude this portion of your screening process.

Let ne take this opportunity to rem nd you that

Garber Reporting
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pursuant to the Conm ssion’s evaluative criteria,
t he Comm ssion expects candidates to follow the
spirit as well as the letter of the ethics |aws,
and we will view violations or the appearance of
I npropriety as serious and potentially deserving
of heavy weight in the screening deliberations.
As you know, the record will remain open until
the formal release of the qualifications, and you
may be called back at such tinme if the need
arises. So we thank you for being here today,
and thank you for your service to the State of
South Carolina. Wsh you safe travels on the way
back to Rock Hill. Is that where you are this
week?

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Yes, sir.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  All right.

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Thank you, Chairman Smth. Menbers
of the Commttee, thank y all very nuch.

CHAl RMAN SM TH.  Thank you so nmuch, Judge MKi nnon.
All right. Y all have safe travels back.

JUDGE MCKI NNON:  Thank you, sir.

(Of the record.)

CHAI RVMAN SM TH:  Good norning, M. Warr. How are you
doi ng this norning?

MR WARR (Good. If | take this coat off real

Garber Reporting
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qui ckly. Thank you.
EUGENE P. WARR, JR., being duly sworn, testifies
as foll ows:

CHAIRVAN SMTH. M. Warr, before you you have your
Personal Data Questionnaire and your Sworn
Statement. Are both those docunents you’ve
submtted to the Conm ssion?

MR WARR  Yes, sir.

CHAIRVAN SMTH:  Are they both correct?

MR WARR  Yes, sir. Your Honor, | just -- a thought
just occurred to me when Lindi asked nme a
question about updating. |’ve not thought about
-- the thought about updating, nothing occurred
to me, but | just remenber that a few nonths ago
| and two other partners bought an additional
property in Florence, which is not |listed on ny
property list.

CHAIRVAN SMTH. Al right. Do you want to just
submt a subsequent anendnent on that?

MR WARR If | could submt it, yes, sir. It’'s just

a commercial property we bought | did not think

about. I'msorry. I'mplacing it on this list.
CHAIRVAN SMTH.  Well, just submt it to your
screening attorney, and we'll go fromthere.

MR. WARR  Thank you.

Garber Reporting
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CHAI RMAN SM TH. Do you have any objection to us

mar ki ng those as well as your oral anendnent you
made, which you' Il subsequently anend, update?
Any objection to those being attached as exhibits

to your sworn testinony here today?

MR- WARR: No objection.
CHAIRVMAN SM TH: Al right. Wth that, would you hand

those to Lindi for me please, sir? Al right.

M. Warr, the Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion
has thoroughly investigated your qualifications
for bench. Qur inquiry has focused on nine

eval uative criteria, including a ballot box
survey, a thorough study of your application
materials, verification of your conpliance with
state ethics laws, a search of newspaper articles
I n which your nanme appears, a study of previous
screeni ngs and checks for economc conflicts of
interest. There have been no affidavits filed in
opposition of your candi dacy today, and there are
no W tnesses present to testify. Do you wish to

make a brief opening statenent to the Conm ssion?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 3 was marked for identification

pur poses - (18 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for
Eugene P. Warr, Jr.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 4 was marked for identification
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pur poses - (7 pages) Sworn Statenent of Eugene P.

Warr, Jr.)

MR. WARR: Yes, sir, very briefly. | started
practicing law in 1985, working with Senator Ed
Sal eeby. 1’ve been 36 years doing it. And back
at that time when | started a long tine ago, you
were expected to do sonme of everything, and
that's pretty nuch what we did at Senat or
Sal eeby’ s office. W did about whatever --
everything that came in the door pretty nuch we
didit, and it was parcel ed out between us. So
those first few years of practicing law | did
many different things. M plan was even going
back to | aw school was | would practice |aw for
ten years, and | would nove on to sonething el se.
| always thought 1'd like to do different things
inlife. Well, it didn't work out that way,
obviously, but | did start doing other things. |
started doi ng other business things as well as
practicing law, adding into it so that | had
other interests other than just staying at the
| aw desk all the time. Now at this point in ny
life, age 62, |'ve gotten to where | believe that
t hrough all the experience of practicing | aw and

life s experiences, being with people through all
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CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Thank you. Answer any

MR WARR  Thank you.
MR, WARR - EXAM NATI ON BY MR COHL

Q

Q
MR COHL: M. Chairman, | note for the record that

sorts of situations, that | would like to do
something different. | think Famly Court is
very interesting, and | think | could do a good
job. | would not be here before you if | did not
feel qualified that | could do a good job, and |
feel ready for that inny life. And |l'mat a
point where | would really like to have the
opportunity to do sonething of that nature, and |

think I'"mready for it.

questions your screening attorney may have for

you, please, sir.

Good morning, M. Warr. Please state for the
record the city and circuit in which you reside.
| reside in Lamar, South Carolina, Fourth
Judicial Grcuit, Darlington County.

Thank you.

based on the testinony contained in the

candi date’s PDQ which has been included in the
record with the candidate’s consent, M. Warr
meets the statutory requirements for this

position regardi ng age, residence and years of
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Q

practice.

M. Warr, why do you want serve as a Famly Court
j udge, and why do you feel that your |egal and

pr of essi onal experience qualify and will assist
you to be an effective judge?

Thank you. | consider nyself a small-town | awer
for 36 years representing regular people. 1’ve
seen a | ot of good and bad, seen a |ot of
situations, dealt wwth many things, both as a

| awyer and in nmy community. And where | live, if
you're a |lawer, there are not many of us around.
People tend to cone to you with a problem they
tend to cone to your house sonetines with their
problem It’s not just a matter of whether or
not you're in your office and they cone and
officially retain you. And what you find that
you do, in an area where your nother and father
are both from nearby and you have many cousins
and friends, is that you do the best you can in
your conmunity to be a |lawer and to be soneone
who peopl e can depend on. And so through the
years |'ve tried to be that person. 1’ve tried
to be soneone ny nom and dad woul d not be

di sappointed in. And I believe that |’'ve done a

good job being a small town | awyer representing
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people in all sorts of situations, Famly Court,
every kind of court, every type of thing |’'ve
pretty nuch done all except bankruptcy. And
through that |'ve gotten to where | believe that
| read people and deal with people and talk to
people fairly well. | think I’mpretty good at
cal m ng people down and reasoning w th people
when they’'re not so reasonable, and |I’ve | earned
to do that over many years of just tough
experiences. At this point inny life | believe
that | know enough about the | aw hopefully and
how courts are run and how |life goes to be an
effective, practical Famly Court judge. And I
think that I'’mprepared for it at this point in
ny life.

Thank you. Are there any areas of the |aw for
whi ch you woul d need additional preparation in
order to serve as a Famly Court judge, and how
woul d you handl e that additional preparation?
Yes, sir, there is. The area of juvenile justice
or DJJ cases as we so often call them That is
one thing |I’ve never done. | have already been
hoping that | would get to the point that | would
actually be sworn in one day. So working on that

| have spent sone tinme in court wth Judge Jim
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McCee in Florence who has been kind and hel pful
to nme in many ways to try to prepare ne. And |
have read quite a few materials that Judge
McCee's provided to ne. O course, reading
materials is not the sanme thing as being there
and doing it, but that is a weakness | have. |
have already tried to address it. M hope is |
w |l continue to have an opportunity to spend
sone tinme in the courtroomon those, as they cal
them DJJ days, and |earn.

Thank you. Please briefly describe your
experience in handling conplex contested Fam |y
Court matters and specifically discuss your
experience wth the financial aspects of Famly
Court work.

In doing Fam |y Court cases, nost of the cases
that |’'ve done through the years have been,
again, for regular people like ny community and
around hone, and those tend to be peopl e who
don’t have |arge anmounts of assets to fight over.
On occasion, | handl e cases where that would be

t he case, but nobst of my cases would be not |arge
assets or debts and that sort of thing. However,
| majored in accounting in college. | also ama

real estate broker, one of the other things that
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|"ve done. And | spend quite a bit of tine

representing small businesses and purchasi ng and

selling businesses. | have a | ot of business
experience. | deal with many different aspects
in nmy own personal |ife of business terns of

val ue and assets. For 32 years |’'ve represented
Carolina Bank and Trust Conpany on a very regul ar
basis, and |’ve handled all sorts of things for
themthat deal with financing, nortgages, debts,
asset val ues, appraisals, all sorts of things of
that sort. So, hopefully, if there is anything
that | know about, should know about, it would be
t hat area.

Thank you, M. Warr. The Conmm ssion received 317
bal | ot box surveys regardi ng your candi dacy with
22 providing additional comments. The ballot box
survey, for exanple, contained the follow ng
positive comments, “M. Warr has a wealth of

know edge and experience gai ned over a

di stingui shed | egal career and as a public
servant. He also clearly possesses a tenperanent
that wll serve himwell as a judge and wll be a
credit to the Famly Court bench.” A few of the
witten coments express a concern with your

experience in Famly Court, which you’ ve touched
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Q
MR COHL: | would note for the record, the Pee Dee

on previously. Wuld you like to add anythi ng
additional to that?

Yes. For the last few years |I have not been in
Fam |y Court, except on rare occasion. Mybe | -
- for 30 years | did it regularly. | have two
partners who do a lot of it. It's sinply a
matter of efficiency in the office. |[|’ve done

ot her things while they ve focused really on
Famly Court, but I have not been conpletely away
fromit. | mean, | don’t think |I’ve forgotten
what | did for 30 years.

Thank you, M. Warr.

Citizens Commttee found M. Warr to be qualified
in the evaluative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The Commttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academ c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judici al
tenperanment. Now for a few brief housekeeping
| Ssues.

M. Warr, are you aware that as a judici al
candi date you are bound by the Code of Judici al
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South
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Carol i na Appellate Court Rul es?

Yes, sir.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conmm ssion about
your candi dacy?

No, sir.

Are you famliar wwth 8 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

Yes, sir.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

No, sir.

Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behalf,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
intervene in this process on your behal f?

No, sir.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmi ssion’ s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina Code 8 2-19-70(E)?

| amfamliar, yes, sir.

Thank you, M. Warr.
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MR COHL: | would just note for the record, that any

CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  All right. Thank you very nuch. M.

concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
t he questioning of the candidate today. M.

Chai rman, | have no further questions.

Warr, let nme start off and just say | think when
you | ook at this, part of what the Conm ssion

al ways | ooks at, is what’s your tenperanent and
what’'s your character when you take the bench.
And so we | ook at these ballot box surveys and

| ook at the reports fromthe citizens conmttees
and the Bar commttees to try to get an

I ndication of what that is. And I'll tell you
this, as we're telling everybody, those are the
characteristics and attributes of a judge that we
really closely scrutinize along wth everything
el se, but those are what nake you a good judge
and make you wel conme with the Bar nenbers and the
litigants and court personnel, is how you treat
others. And so what’'s interesting as | | ook

t hrough your ballot box survey is that you are
probably one of the few people |’ve ever seen
conme through here that no one says that you're

unqualified for the position in any category. W
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have all these other categories. |'msure you
filled themout as a | awer, and so it’'s easy for
people to say | don’t -- basically anonynously
criticize sonebody, and you admttedly have said
you haven't practiced a while in Famly Court, so
the recent slew of Famly Court attorneys don’t
see you over at the courthouse. |’ve chosen -- |
didit for 15, 20 years, and then | chose to step
aside as you did. Lifeis a lot |ess stressful
not being in Famly Court and havi ng peopl e call
you all the tinme with their energencies. But
nonet hel ess, | just wanted to commend you for
this in that, you know, | rarely have seen this
of any lawer. And it’s a testanent to the way
you’ ve handl ed yourself, not only as a person but
as an attorney where you’' ve gotten al ong well

wi th everybody. And sone of these comments are
really -- are interesting. So |like, “Extrenely
well qualified. The only shortcomng is he
shoul d have ran for this judge years ago. WII
strengt hen the bench just by electing him” You
know, you al so | ook through here -- you know, it
says, “He has very little Famly Court

experi ence, but he has an outstandi ng

tenperanent, which will serve himwell. He wll
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| earn quickly.” So you have kind of silenced the
naysayers about your experience in the way you
have conducted yourself in practicing law. And |
think that’s a testanent to a lifetinme of service
and a lifetine of practicing |law and the way you
treat people. And | think there’s no doubt in ny
mnd that you're going to treat the litigants
that cone before you, the court personnel, the
peopl e that you see, the |awers, wth the sane
amount of respect that you would like to be
treated with. And | think you re going to have a
successful career over there. So | want to
conmmend you on these ballot box surveys, because
this is unique fromny experience of serving on
here.

MR WARR: Thank you, M. Chairman. |'Il do ny best
every day if this Conmttee sees fit to screen ne
out and the Legislature sees fit to elect ne to
never di sappoint any of you. 1’'Il do ny best

every day not to do that.

CHAIRVAN SM TH.  Well, | don’'t doubt that. Thank you
very nmuch. Any questions for M. Warr? M.
Strom

MR STROM | just have a comment. M. Warr, | just

want to say that your lack of recent Fam |y Court
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experience doesn’t bother nme one iota. Your
accounti ng undergrad, your business experience,
buyi ng and selling busi nesses, representing the
bank. You know, if there’'s a weakness on the
Fam |y Court bench, it’s judges who understand
conpl ex financial situations. |’ msure Senator
Talley will agree with that. So | think this
experience you bring will be a huge attribute to
not only you in your area, but, you know,
hopefully you' Il hel p educate other judges in
this area. And | want to think sonmeone of your
experience or giving up what | know is a very

| ucrative private practice and getting in the
trenches, which is what you' re getting ready to
do. And, you know, being at that courthouse
every day grinding it out, taking care of
difficult problens for people. So thank you for

of fering.

MR. WARR: Thank you, sir. Appreciate that greatly.
CHAl RMAN SM TH:  Any further questions? M. Safran.
MR. SAFRAN. Thank you, M. Chairman. | just want to

echo in large part what M. Stromsaid. | think
the other thing that stuck out in reading these
responses was enpathy and having an ability to

mai ntai n a deneanor, which is sonething that
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escapes nost of us all the tine. You know, |
know Kevin Barth, and | know he doesn’t just give
references just casually. So | know he neant it
when he said it. And | believe, as M. Strom
said, you bring sonething that we have oftentines
in short supply in that people need to understand
the dollars and the figures and the nunbers. And
| think too often, because of a |ack of
experience dealing with them we get fol ks on the
Fam |y Court bench that are really |ooking at
foreign subjects. You start out really with a
leg up in that respect, and | think what |’'ve
read here tells me that the rest of it ought to
cone quite easily. And so we’ re happy that
you've offered and hope you do exactly what you
said, which | have no doubt you will, that you’l

bring it every day. Thank you.

MR WARR  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al right. Any further questions?

M. Warr, this wll conclude this portion of your
screening process. Let ne take this opportunity
to remnd you that pursuant to the Comm ssion’s
eval uative criteria, the Conm ssion expects

candi dates to follow the spirit as well as the

letter of the ethics laws, and we'll view
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viol ations or the appearance of inpropriety as
serious and potentially deserving of heavy wei ght
in the screening deliberations. As you nmay be
aware, the record will remain open until the
formal release of the report of qualifications.
You may be called back at such tinme if the need
shoul d arise. | thank you for offering for this
position, and | thank you for your tine today and
appreci ate your service.

MR WARR: Thank you, M. Chairman. Appreciate what
all of you do. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SM TH:  All right. Safe travels.

MR WARR. Thanks to y' all. Sanme to you.

(Of the record.)

CHAIRVMAN SM TH: Al right. M. Mirphy, how are you
doi ng today?

JUDGE MURPHY: Ch, doing pretty fair.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH: O Judge Murphy, I'msorry. Are you
a judge?

JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir, part tinme in Dorchester
County.

CHAI RMAN SM TH.  Ckay. Well, congratul ations on that.
| see you have someone with you today. Wuld you
i ke to introduce her?

JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir. Thisis ny wife, Carrie
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Mur phy.

CHAIRVAN SM TH.  Hey, Carrie. How are you doi ng?

MS. MJRPHY: Nice to nmeet you.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  \Wél core.

M5. MJURPHY: Thank you.

JUDGE MURPHY:  Thank you, sir.

THE HONORABLE M CHAEL H. MJURPHY, III, being duly
sworn, testifies as follows:

CHAI RMAN SM TH: Before you, you have your Personal
Data Questionnaire and your Sworn Statement. Are
both of those docunents to which you ve submtted
to the Conm ssion?

JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir.

CHAIRVAN SMTH. Al right. And are both of them
correct?

JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir, they are.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any changes or anendnments that need
to be made at this time?

JUDGE MURPHY: None, sir.

CHAIRMAN SM TH: Do you have any objection to us
maki ng those as exhibits to your sworn testinony
here today?

JUDGE MURPHY: None, sir.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. WIIl you hand those to

Lindi for ne, please, sir, and we'll make those

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS

Page 34

as exhibits. Judge Murphy, the Judicial Merit

Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
Is focused on nine evaluative criteria and has

I ncluded a ballot box survey, a thorough study of
your application materials, verification of your
compliance with state ethics |aws, a search of
newspaper articles in which your name appears, a
study of previous screenings and checks for
econom c conflicts of interest. W received no
affidavits today in opposition to your candi dacy,
and no one is present to testify. Do you wish to
make a brief opening statenment to the Conm ssion?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 5 was marked for identification

pur poses - (19 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorable M chael H Mirphy, 111.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 6 was nmarked for identification

pur poses - (8 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

M chael H. Mirphy, 1I1.)

JUDGE MURPHY: Just very briefly, Comm ssion. |
appreciate y'all’s tine, appreciate the staff,
Lindi, Ms. Crawmford. They have been very
hel pful, but, sir, I'’mready to proceed.

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al right. Answer any questions that

your screening attorney may have, please, sir.
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JUDGE MURPHY - EXAM NATI ON BY MR MALDONADO:

Q Thank you, M. Chairman. Judge Mirphy, can you
pl ease state for the record the city and the
circuit in which you reside?

A Summrerville, South Carolina, Dorchester County,
First Grcuit, Seat 2.

Q Thank you

MR, MALDONADO M. Chairnman, | would note for the
record that based on the testinmony contained in
the candidate’s PDQ which has been included in
the record with the candidate’s consent, the
Honorabl e M chael H Murphy, [l neets the
statutory requirenents for this position
regardi ng age, residence and years of practice.

Q Judge Murphy, why do you want to serve as a
Fam |y Court judge, and why do you feel that your
| egal and professional experience will qualify
you and assist you to be an effective judge?

A | can. Famly Court probably takes up about 85 -
- if you add ny juvenile work, about 90 percent
of ny practice. | started out with the Ninth
Crcuit Solicitor’s Ofice in Berkeley County. |
was originally hired as a general sessions
prosecutor, did forgery up to nurder. Forner

Assistant Solicitor, now retired, Judge Cate,
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whenever she had to cover down in Charl eston, she
was ki nd enough to give ne her docket, and |
started doing juvenile work. Loved doi ng
juvenil e work, especially having a child that may
be on the wong path and getting themon the
right path. So | handl ed nunerous juvenile
cases, and then finally went into a private
practice. Started at Steinberg Law Firm and
then | started getting into contested famly | aw
cases. |’ve been doing this for -- becane a
licensed attorney May 11, 1998, and |’ ve done
nunmerous famly law cases. | think I’'ve handl ed
anywhere fromfive to 500 cases, sinple divorces,
contested cases, juvenile cases. At one tine |
was the contract attorney for the Departnent of
Soci al Services, Abuse and Neglect, in Berkeley
County. | just love famly work. | love, to the
best of ny ability, representing the best
interests of children. Wich I think if you have

a famly |l aw case, the first thing that you ask

IS whether or not children are involved. |If they
are, that’'s the center of the case. | |ove that
famly lawis the court of equity. | love it’'s
based on facts. | |ove having conplicated cases

in front of nme, representing individuals and
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doing the best that | can. | believe I’'m

uni quely qualified for this positionin -- |
guess, in nmy experience.

Thank you. Judge, are there any areas of the | aw
for which you woul d need additional preparation
In order to serve as a Famly Court judge, and

how woul d you handl e such additional preparation?

| don’t want to toot nmy own horn. | don't think
there is. 1’ve been a contract attorney for the
Department of Social Services. |’ve dealt with
abuse and neglect on that side. |In the private
sector, |’'ve represented people in abuse and
neglect. | was a juvenile prosecutor. Now | do
juvenil e defense. |’ve handl ed divorces,
separate support and mai ntenance cases. |’ve

done property settlenent agreenents, TPRs,
adoptions, serving people overseas. |'mat a

| oss for words for, you know, any additional
experience that | need.

Thank you. Can you please briefly describe your
experience in handling conplex contested Fam |y
Court matters, and specifically discuss your
experience wth the financial aspects of Famly
Court work?

Financial -- as |I've said, |'ve handl ed sinple
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divorces. |’ve handled highly contested cases
wth nmultiple children, out of state defendants,
people that are at the, | guess, |ower economc
end. |’ve represented doctors before. 1’'ve
represented | awers before with significant
retirement accounts, devel oping, drafting
quadros. |’ve represented colonels before in the
mlitary, generals before, drafting quadros, or |
guess the mlitary version of quadros for a
thrift savings plan, fornmer spousal divisions.

So handl ed substantial anmounts of high value -- |
guess you would termit high value cases. But
agai n, you know, that’s easy, but if you' ve got
children invol ved, noney cones and goes and the
center’'s always at children.

The Conmi ssion received 276 ballot box surveys
regarding you wth 21 additional comrents. The
bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive comments, “Excellent deneanor,
al ways prepared, conscientious, considerate of

ot hers, decisive and clear in stating his
position, hunble and has an excellent work
ethic.” Also, “He is a professional of the

hi ghest character and has a strong work ethic.

He has been in ny courtroom on many occasions and
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I's courteous and always civil, highly recomended
for a Famly Court judge.” Two witten coments

expressed concerns. One comrent questioned your

work ethic. What response would you offer this

concern?
Wrk ethic, | nean, here |l am | have a
successful private practice. | have, in the

com ng two weeks, nine contested hearings to the
poi nt where |’ mturning away business. |'ma
part-tinme magistrate. | started as an El private
in the National Guard. Now Il'man 06 full bird
colonel. 1’ve been on two deploynments. |I'ma
veteran. So work ethic, | think just ny
acconpl i shnents -- and again, |I'’mvery hunble. |
hate to make this coment, but | nmean, | think ny
-- what |’ ve acconplished thus far and | have so
much nore to acconplish, shows a work ethic, a
great work ethic.

Thank you. Another comment expressed concerns
regardi ng your famly connections, politically
and on the bench. How would you address this
concern?

| mean, of course, ny brother has been with the
House. He started out with Dorchester County as

a county council nenber. O course, he’'s a
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fellow attorney. W went to the sane | aw school.
He’'s doing extrenely well with the House
Judiciary, Chairman of that. O course, ny
sister-in-law, Maite is a Grcuit Court judge,
but there’s only one person that’s running for
this position, and this is me. M brother
doesn’t do famly law. O course, Miite, or
Judge Murphy, doesn’t and | rest on ny own. |

t hi nk one of the comments that | overheard was a
judicial dynasty. This is Mchael Mirphy running
for this position, and |’ mrunning on ny
accomplishments only. |[It’s not going to be a

pr obl em what soever.

Q Thank you.

CHAIRWVAN SM TH:  Hold on. Hold on a second. Let ne
deal with this. First, Madam Court Reporter,
we're going to strike all that about the |ast
question, strike that fromthe record and M.
Mclver noves that we go in Executive Session.

All in favor, signify by saying aye.
(Ayes are heard.)
CHAI RVMAN SM TH:  Al'l opposed?
(No replies are heard.)

CHAl RMAN SM TH. Ayes have it. Judge Mirphy, you

stay. M. Murphy, you' re going to have to | eave
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the roomfor us real quick, please, ma’am And
we' || be right back wth you.
EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

CHAIRVMAN SM TH.  All right. W'’re back on the record,
Senator Talley noves that we cone out of
Executive Session. Al in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  All opposed?

(No replies are heard.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Ayes have it. Wile in executive
session, let me state, there were no votes taken,
no matters decided while we were in executive
session. We were in there for a confidential
|l egal matter. And with that, | will turn it back
over to M. Ml donado.

MR MALDONADO  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Q Judge Murphy, your SLED check indicated that you
were a nanmed party in several lawsuits. |In 2018,
you were naned as a party in the civil suit,

Nat asha Lawrence v. M chael Mirphy, Il1l. Can you
pl ease explain the nature and the disposition of

the | awsuit?

A It was dismssed with prejudice. Natasha
Lawence was a forner client. It was a
Garber Reporting
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>

grandparent visitation right case. | represented
her at the tenporary hearing. After the
tenporary hearing, fees were not paid, so we did
a consent order to be relieved. Wen she
appeared in front of Judge Landis, | think about
six or seven nonths later, the case was

dism ssed. And then shortly after that she sued
me as well as ny law partner prior to trial, and
it was in Berkeley County Magistrate’s Court. It
was di sm ssed with prejudice.

Thank you. In 97, you were the plaintiff in a
case involving K-Mart. Can you pl ease descri be

your involvenment in that case?

No, sir, | don’t renmenber that case, or | don't
believe | was -- |’'ve never sued Val-Mrt or K-
Mart .

Yeah, K-Mart.

No, huh- uh.

In 1999, you were naned as a defendant in the
case, Everett Leon Stout v. David Schwake. Can
you describe your involvenent in this case?

| don't -- unless | was a prosecutor, and it was
a drug forfeiture.

In 2006 you were nanmed as a plaintiff involving

Steve and Adrian Barnett. Can you pl ease
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Q
MR. MALDONADO. | would note for the record that the

descri be your involvenent in that case?

| don't -- was that like the Ill, because | know
there’s other Mchael Miurphys. And |I'msorry, |
In 2011, you were naned in a case involving Wlls
Fargo Bank v. The Estate of Patrick J. Mirphy,
Sr. Can you pl ease describe your involvenent in
t hat ?

| remenber that one. That was ny father. That
was his prior property. And all the siblings
were, | guess, beneficiaries, and there was a
property that was forecl osed on.

Thank you, Judge Murphy.

Low Country Citizens Commttee reported Judge
Murphy to be well qualified in ethical fitness,
character, reputation, experience, judicial

t enperanment and professional ability. The
Commttee reported himto be qualified in the
constitutional qualifications, nental stability
and physical health. The Commttee added a
further comment, “Judge Murphy is a well-rounded
candidate with a strong juvenile practice. He is
an excel l ent problem solver wth an excell ent

record of perform ng under high pressure
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situations.” 'l finish up with sone
housekeepi ng questi ons.

Judge Murphy, are you aware that as a judici al
candi date you are bound by the Code of Judici al
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South
Carol i na Appellate Court Rul es?

Yes, | am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nmenbers of the Comm ssion about
your candi dacy?

None.

Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

Yes.

Judge Murphy, since submtting your |letter of

I ntent, have you sought or received the pl edge of
any legislator, either prior to this date or
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

No.

Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
Intervene in this process on your behal f?

No.
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Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Comm ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina Code § 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes, | do.

MR MALDONADO: | would note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated in the
questioni ng of the candi date today. M.
Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you. Al right. Judge Murphy,
let me just start off to tell you first, thank
you for your service to our country, Col onel.
And are you still in the National Guard?

JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  You're in the National Guard?

JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Ckay. Well, thank you for your
service. Let ne say when we are going through
this -- as chairman |’ mkind of tasked to be the
one to deliver the nessage that, you know, as we
go through this one of the -- obviously there are
a lot of characteristics and attributes which
make a good judge. But one of the ones that we
| ook at and scrutinize closely is your judicial

t enper anent and your reputation, because those
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are kind of indicators of how you treat other
people. And so when we | ook through this, this
bal | ot box survey, which is always easy to throw
rocks if you want to and w t hout any
accountability back to sonebody -- but when |

| ook through this, your reputation through this
I's overwhel mngly excellent. Your judicial

t enperanent in soneone who served as a judge and
as a Famly Court |awer, which is probably one
of the nore contentious areas of the |aw,
general ly you tick off |awers during that
process. But you seemto have not done that
where there’s only three people who find you
unqualified out of all the participants. So that

denonstrates to us as we | ook through here that,

you know, you have a -- you treat people well.
You treat litigants well. You treat other

| awyers well. You treat the personnel around the
court well, and those are things that are

inportant to us is how you will treat others when
you get on the bench, because it’'s easy to cone
up here and tell us you' re going to be a great

j udge. But when you zip up that robe, you know,
soneti nes things change. And so | woul d

encourage you -- the way you have conducted
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JUDGE MURPHY: Yes, sir.
CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  So with that, any questions for Judge

yoursel f throughout your time as an attorney and
the reputation that you have earned throughout
the Bars of the tri-county area i s obviously very
wel | thought of around there. And | want to
continue to urge you as you go through this, and
I f you' re successful in the candi dacy, to nake
sure that you show those sane characteristics on

t he bench.

Murphy? Al right. Judge Miurphy, this wll
conclude this portion of your screening process.
And let ne take this opportunity to rem nd you
that pursuant to the Commi ssion’s eval uative
criteria the Conmm ssion expects candi dates to
follow the spirit as well as the letter of the
ethics laws. And we will view any violations or
t he appearance of inpropriety as serious and
potentially deserving of heavy weight in
screening deliberations. As you nmay be aware,
the record will remain open until the fornmal

rel ease of the report of qualifications, and you
may be called back at such tinme if the need
arises. Thank you for offering for this

position, and thank you for your service.
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JUDGE MURPHY: Thank you, appreciate it.

MR STROM Al right. Good to see you. Y all have
safe travel s back.

JUDGE MURPHY:  Thank you.

(Of the record.)

CHAIRMAN SMTH.  All right. Judge Martin, appreciate
you being here today.

THE HONORABLE DANIEL E. MARTIN, JR., being duly sworn,

testifies as follows:

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Before you, Judge Martin,
you have your Personal Data Questionnaire and
your Sworn Statement. Are both of those
docunments that you have submtted to this
Conmmi ssi on?

JUDGE MARTIN:  Yes, sir. This is the information |’'ve
subm tt ed.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  kay. Any changes or anmendnents t hat
need to be nade at this tine?

JUDGE MARTIN:  None what soever.

CHAIRMAN SM TH.  Ckay. Do you have any objection to
us making those as exhibits to your sworn
testinmony here today?

JUDGE MARTIN. | have no objection.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Havi ng no objection, we wll nake

t hose exhibits. And hand those to Lindi for ne,
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pl ease, sir. Al right. Judge Martin, the
Judicial Merit Selection Conmm ssion has

t horoughly investigated your qualifications for
the bench. Qur inquiry is focused on the nine
evaluative criteria and has al so included a
bal | ot box survey, a thorough study of your
application materials, verification of your
conpliance wth the state ethics | aws, a search
of newspaper articles in which your nanme appears,
a study of previous screenings and checks for
econom c conflicts of interest. There have been
no affidavits filed today in opposition to your
candi dacy, and there are no witnesses to testify
here. Do you wish to nake a brief opening

statenent to the Conm ssion?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 7 was marked for identification

pur poses - (16 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for
The Honorable Daniel E. Martin, Jr.)

(Exhibit Nunber 8 was marked for identification

pur poses - (6 pages) Anendnent to Personal Data
Questionnaire for The Honorable Daniel E. Martin, Jr.)
JUDGE MARTIN: Just -- certainly. 1It’s been an honor

and a pleasure for nme have served the peopl e of
the State of South Carolina for the last ten
years. |It’s a job that | thoroughly enjoy, and I
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CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Thank you very nuch.

JUDGE MARTIN - EXAM NATI ON BY MR COHL:
Q
A
Q

| ook forward to another six years if this
Comm ttee should find ne qualified and the
Ceneral Assenbly were to afford me that
opportunity.

Answer any questions your screening attorney may

have for you, please, sir.

Good norning, Judge Martin.

Good nor ni ng.

Havi ng served ten years on the Fam |y Court, why
do you want to continue serving?

Primarily because | think that it’s a job that
requires a person who is steadfast, who |oves the
peopl e, who |oves the children who are affected
by its ruling. | think that over the last ten
years | have shown nyself to be a person
qualified to do that. And if allowed, | think
anot her six years would be beneficial to the
people that | serve.

Thank you, Judge Martin. What do you believe is
your reputation anong attorneys that practice
bef ore you?

Fromwhat |’ve heard, and |I've not heard a | ot,

but | think they believe ne to be fair, that |
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woul d judiciously consider all evidence presented
before ne, that | aminpartial and threats of
appeal s or sone attorneys who wsh to try to
throw their weight around has no inpact on ny
decisions, and | think they know that.

Thank you, Judge Martin. The Conm ssion received
531 bal l ot box surveys regarding you with 63 of

t hose providing additional conmments. The ball ot
box survey, for exanple, contained the follow ng
positive comments, “Judge Martin has a great
judicial tenperanent. He is thoughtful, reasoned
and tactful. He handles conplex litigation with
respect.” An additional comment provided, “Judge
Martin is well qualified. He handles hinself in
t he nost professional manner. He is well
respected by all judicial staff, attorneys, court

reporters and deputies.”

MR COHL: | would note for the record that the

Lowcountry Citizens found Judge Martin to be
qualified in the evaluative criteria of
constitutional qualifications, physical health
and nental stability. The Commttee found Judge
Martin well qualified in the evaluative criteria
of ethical fitness, professional and academc

ability, character, reputation, experience and
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judicial tenperament. The Commttee stated, in
summary, “Judge Martin is |leading the charge in
keeping Fam |y Court noving forward during Covid
and has devel oped sone innovative nethods for
efficiencies in his dockets.”

Now for a few brief housekeeping issues. Judge
Martin, since submtting your letter of intent,
have you contacted any nenbers of the Comm ssion
about your candi dacy?

| have not.

Are you famliar wwth 8 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

Yes, | am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

| have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
intervene in this process on your behal f?

| have not and | am not.

Have you revi ewed and do you understand the
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Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina Code § 2-19-70(E)?
A Yes, | have.
Q Thank you, Judge Martin.
MR COHL: | would just note for the record that any

concerns that were raised during the

I nvestigation regarding the candi date were

I ncorporated in the questioning of the candi date
today. M. Chairman, | have no further

questi ons.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you very nuch. Judge Martin,

| et me just conplinent you -- |’ mlooking through
your ballot box surveys. And the one thing that
we're trying to do, especially with sitting
judges, is tell themwhat -- everything obviously
that you do in the courtroomis inportant, but
one of the nost inportant attributes is your

t enperanment and how you treat others and your
reputati on anong not only the Bar, but anong the
litigants and anong the public in general and the
court personnel. And | can say w thout
reservation, these are probably sonme of the best
comrents |’'ve seen this entire screening period
and maybe probably even in ny tenure on being on

this Comm ssion. | nean, just wonderful

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N DN N NN R P P R PR R R R R R
O » W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS

Page 54

comrents. \Wien you go through here, we | ook at
your judicial tenperanent as a Famly Court
judge. Only two people said you' re unqualified
out of 334 responses, so you nust be doing

sonet hing right because |’ve never seen -- in ny
time when | practiced in Famly Court never saw
both parties wal k away happy about the way

t hey’ ve been treated nor the |awers. And so |
want to point that out and let you know that the
things that we | ook at and assess on how a judge
is doing on the bench is you are getting gl ow ng
reviews. And, you know, | just wanted to read
one or two of these things, these comments that
peopl e submtted. And as you know, it’s an easy
time to criticize a judge on those, because
there’s no repercussions. You don’t know who
they are, and they can just say whatever they
want to about it. And I always tell the judges
it’s not determ native of whether we find you
gqualified or unqualified, but it shows a pattern
to us that we either -- if sonmeone’s got sone

I ssues, we need to further investigate, and in
your case it shows that you are doi ng nothing but
an excellent job, but it just says, “Judge Martin

Is an excel l ent judge, |awer and gentl enman and
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JUDGE MARTIN. Thank you, Chairman. | appreciate

Is acredit to the judiciary.” And then what's
very conpelling is the last coment | read on
here. And | won’t read it, because it’'ll take ne
about five mnutes, but someone took the tine to
tal k about them being a juvenile public defender
In Charleston, and a 17 year old girl with DSS
who was having two jobs and paying the rent and
utilities, take care of her nother and that you
did the right thing at that tine. And the young
| ady that you gave a second chance and al | owed
her to wal k out the courtroomis now -- it says
was crying tears of joy fromyour ruling and said
she promi sed the | awer that she was going to be
a better person for this, and they tal k about how
she is now doing a great job. And she has kept
up with her and how they’'re proud of the work
that she’s done, and that’s all because of your
ruling that day. So you tenper your justice with
mercy, and that’s very inportant. But | just
want to tell you thank you for your service.
These are very good, if not great, comments about
you and the job you' re doing, and |I just would

encourage you to keep it up.

t hat .
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CHAIRVMAN SM TH.  All right. Any other questions for
Judge Martin? Judge Martin, this will conclude
this portion of your screening process. | want
to take this opportunity to rem nd you that
pursuant to the Conm ssion’s evaluative criteria,
t he Comm ssion expects candidates to follow the
spirit as well as the letter of the ethics |aw,
and we will view violations or the appearance of
I npropriety as serious and potentially deserving
of heavy weight in the screening deliberations.
As you may know, the record will remain open
until the formal release of the report of
qualifications, and you may be cal |l ed back at
such time if the need arises. Appreciate you
bei ng here today, and thank you for your service
to the State of South Carolina and uphol ding the
integrity of the judiciary.

JUDGE MARTIN. Well, thank you. | thank you all for
t hose wonderful coments. Appreciate it.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Safe travels. Good to
see you. Appreciate you conming early.

JUDGE MARTIN.  Thank y'all.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH: M. Safran noves that we go in
Executive Session. Al in favor, signify by

sayi ng aye.
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(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Al opposed?

(No replies are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  The ayes have it. W are in
Executi ve Session.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Representative Rutherford
noves that we cone out of Executive Session. Al
in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Al'l opposed?

(No replies are heard.)

CHAI RMAN SM TH.  The ayes have it. Let ne state,
while we were in Executive Session, no votes were
taken and no matters were decided. Al right.
Judge Seigler, how are you doing today?

JUDGE SEI GLER:  Good, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you for com ng early and
appreci ate you noving your screening up three and
a half hours early, so --

JUDGE SEI GLER:  Thank you for accommopdating ne. | was
I n Lexington already, and | got down here quick
as | could wthout breaking any traffic | aws.

CHAI RMVAN SM TH:  You’ re maki ng our schedul e easy, so
t hank you.
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SWor n,

CHAIRMAN SMTH. Al right. Before you, you have your

JUDGE SEI GLER Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN SMTH.  Are they both correct?

JUDGE SEI GLER  Appear to be, sir.

CHAIRMAN SMTH: Al right. Any changes or additions

JUDGE SEI GLER:  No, sir.

CHAIRVAN SMTH. Al right. Do you have any objection

JUDGE SEIGLER  No, sir.
CHAI RVAN SM TH: Wt hout objection, hand themto Lindi

THE HONORABLE W LLI AM GREGORY SEI GLER, being duly

testifies as follows:

Personal Data Questionnaire and your Sworn
Statenent. Are those both documents you

submtted to the Comm ssion?

that need to be made at this tine?

to us making those as exhibits to your sworn

testinony here today?

for me, please, sir, and we'll mark those as
exhibits to your sworn testinmony. Al right.
Judge Seigler, the Judicial Merit Selection

Comm ssi on has thoroughly investigated your

qual ifications for the bench. Qur inquiry is
focused on the nine evaluative criteria. 1In
addition there is also included a ballot box

survey, a thorough study of your application
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materials, verification of your conpliance with
state ethics laws, a search of newspaper articles
I n which your nane appears, a study of previous
screeni ngs and checks for economc conflicts of
interest. There have been no affidavits filed in
opposition to your candi dacy today and no

W tnesses are here to testify. Do you wish to
make a brief opening statenent to the Conm ssion?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 9 was marked for identification

pur poses - (12 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorable WIliam Gregory Seigler.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 10 was marked for identification

pur poses - (1 page) Amendnent to Personal Data

Questionnaire for The Honorable WIIliam G egory

Sei gl er)

(Exhi bit Nunber 11 was marked for identification

pur poses - (4 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

WIlliam Gegory Seigler.)

JUDGE SEI GLER:  Thank y'all for your time. | know
everybody dedicates a ot of tinme to this
process. This is the fourth tinme |’ ve been
before this Honorabl e Conm ssion, and |
appreci ate the dedication to this process.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH.  All right. Thank you so nuch.

Answer any questions your screening attorney nmay
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JUDGE SEI GLER - EXAM NATI ON BY MS. ANDERSON:
Q
A
Q

have for you, please, sir.

Good afternoon, Judge Seigler.

Yes, nma’am

After serving for nore than seven years on the
Fam |y Court, why do you want to continue serving
as a Famly Court judge?

Well, | thoroughly enjoy it. 1It’'s been an honor
and a privilege to serve the people of this
state. And | believe with all due respect to the
col | eagues on the Circuit Court and various ot her
courts, the Famly Court is quite possibly the
most inportant forum and the nmost significant
cases are heard, and |'ve enjoyed it. And | hope
to have the privilege to continue on the bench.
Judge Seigler, what do you think your reputation
I's anong attorneys that practice before you?
Hopeful Iy well, hopefully good. | know you told
me there were a couple of negative comments.

And we’'re going to get to that.

And nmy goal was to -- this time to have zero, so
| failed. 1 can only hope to do better.

Al right. Well, about those comments. The

Comm ssi on received 349 ballot box surveys

regarding you with 29 additional conmments. The
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bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive comments, “Firmbut fair, very
fair, professional and dedicated to the position,
does a wonderful job dealing with attorneys and
the various parties that appear in front of him”
Five of the witten coments did express
concerns. One concern relates to your
tenperanment. For exanple, disparate treatnent of
litigants and being ill tenpered on the bench.
What response woul d you offer to this concern?
Well, again, | don’t know the context of what
they’'re referencing, but if soneone interpreted
ny deneanor in that fashion, then | need to work
on that. It certainly wasn’t intentional. There

are very serious matters that cone before us, and

again, |’'ve done everything that | can personally
to avoid msinterpretation, and I'Il continue to
do better.

Anot her concern regards your preparation in
matters in which you preside. What response
woul d you offer to this concern?

Again, | don't know the context of that either,
but | read every file nunmerous tines before |
hear it, oftentimes nore than that. So | wll

continue to do better in that regard as well.
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Q
MS. ANDERSON: | would note that the Mdlands Citizens

And the final area of concern regards you making
coments about others with the inplication that
you work nore or woul d nake accomodati ons t hat

ot her judges may not. What response woul d you
offer to this?

You know, when you told ne that at our initial
meeting, | have been thinking about that daily.
And | have no idea where that's comng from The
judges in ny circuit and throughout the state are
under enough scrutiny without us turning on each
other. And the only thing |I’'ve ever said about
anot her judge is positive.

Ckay. Thank you, Judge Seigler.

Comm ttee found Judge Seigler qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The G tizens Conmttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academi c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judici al
tenperament. The Committee stated in sumary,
“Well qualified” and further commented, “a
veteran judge with good tenperanment and

experience.”
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Q Judge Seigler, since submtting your letter of
I ntent, have you contacted any nenbers of the
Conm ssi on about your candi dacy?

A No, nma’ am

Q Are you famliar with 8§ 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, m' am

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A No, nma’ am

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
Intervene in this process on your behal f?

A No, ma’ am

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Comm ssion’s guidelines on pledging in the South
Carolina Code § 2-19-70(e)?

A Yes, ma’' am

M5. ANDERSON. | would note for the record that any

concerns raised during the investigation

regardi ng Judge Seigler today were incorporated
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CHAI RMVAN SM TH: Judge Seigler, let me say |’ve | ooked

into his questioning. M. Chairman, | have no

further questions.

t hrough this ballot box survey, and they' re not

al ways indicative. They’ re anonynous, and
anyone can say whatever they want, and there are
really no repercussions through the process. And
| went back and | ooked at your prior screening,
too. And | just wanted to tell you when | | ooked
t hrough these, overall they are in the top of
what we’'re seeing of sitting judges when you're

| ooki ng of you being well qualified. And if
you're a Famly Court judge and only eight people
say on your judicial tenperanent that you're
unqual i fied, you probably have been too nice to
the awers that are in your courtroom in ny

opi nion. Everyone knows Fam |y Court’s a very
difficult area and contentious, and | awers are
as contentious as the litigants sonetines. And
one thing this Conm ssion |ooks for is a couple
of things. You know, obviously we go through all
your evaluative criteria in great detail and
close scrutiny. But also things that they’ ve
tasked me as Chairman this year to tel

especially the sitting judges how you treat
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JUDCGE SEI GLER:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

peopl e and your tenperanment are very inportant to
us. And when | | ook through this, it tells us
that you re doing a good job of that. And | want
to just encourage you to keep it up. | |ooked at
your |ast screening, and, you know, it |ooks Iike
there’s a vast inprovenent fromthe ballot box
surveys fromthen to there. And when you were
asked those questions earlier about, you know,
need to do better, | take that at heart. Because
| guess you're |ooking for perfection and it’s
hard to find that in your area at the bench. But
nonet hel ess, you know, | think you' re doing an
excel l ent job when we | ook at these. From

| ooking at the evaluations fromthe Ctizens
Commttee and the Bar commttee, you' re doing a
good job. And | want to encourage you to keep up
t he good work, and the way you treat people is
very important. |It’'s reflective on the judiciary
how |itigants, courtroom personnel and |awers
who conme before you -- you're a reflection of
what we el ect and what the judiciary stands for.
And you’ re uphol ding those ideals right now, and
| " m going to encourage you to continue to keep up

t he good work.
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CHAIRVAN SM TH.  All right. Any further questions?

M. Strom

MR. STROM Thank you, M. Chairnman.

JUDGE SEIGER If you all wll forgive me. | ran
over here fromny car. So I'’mjust not in as
good a shape as | was when | was at the Ctadel.
| didn’t mean to interrupt you, M. Strom

MR STROM That’'s all right. M. Chairman, | want to
join in what you' re saying. Wen M. Seigler
first ran and he cane up the next tine we had a
little chat with him and he has inproved his
deneanor. He's one of the very few peopl e that
has really listened to what he heard here, and
his reputation nowis just outstanding with the
Bar. There are four or five people, | could
probably nanme them that would wite sonething
bad about himif he were a saint. But Judge
Seigler, you re doing an outstanding job. You
heard what we had to say. The Bar’s happy wth
you. Litigants are happy with you and | | ook
forward to having you six nore years.

JUDCGE SEI G.ER  Thank you, sir.

MR STROM Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SM TH: M. Safran.

MR SAFRAN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Judge, | wasn’t
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here the last tinme, but | take -- | guess | pay a
|l ot of attention to the fact that people who were
are saying they're seeing a very noticeable
difference, and that’'s really what we | ook for.

If we’re bringing out things that people are
saying, it’'s not just for the sake of criticizing
or scolding. It’'s trying to say, |ook, we just
want the judge in question really to recognize
that there’s a heck of a lot at stake, in
particular, these matters. And that, you know,
in those circunstances the |ast thing you want to
do is becone kind of the wong center of
attention, to be the one that nore or less is
maki ng things worse. You ve got a real hard job
as a Famly Court judge. | nean, it's a circus
in there nost of the tine. Wat | was inpressed
Wi th i s where sonebody said that when those

t hi ngs get out of hand, you re the one being a
cal mng influence, which is a very, very
significant and very favorable coment. The
other thing | |ike about the fact is, is that
sonebody said he’'s really risen to the occasi on.
And what that neans is, is that sonething

obvi ously has changed for the better. And |

thi nk again, to echo what |’ ve al ready heard,
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JUDCGE SEI G.ER  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Any further questions.

particularly in Famly Court, you' re going to

al ways have people who are upset. You' re al ways
goi ng to have peopl e wal ki ng away shaking their
heads. And the fact is, is as few a comments
that were negative in that context is inpressive,
and we really do appreciate your heedi ng what was
said before and taking the effort to change in a

positive way.

Judge Seigler, this will conclude this portion of
your screening. And let nme take this opportunity
to remnd you that pursuant to the Comm ssion’s
eval uative criteria, the Conm ssion expects

candi dates to follow the spirit as well as the
letter of the ethics law. W will view

viol ations or the appearance of inpropriety as
serious and potentially deserving of heavy weight
In the screening deliberations. As you may be
aware, the record will remain open until the
formal release of the report of qualifications,
and you may be called back at such tine if the
need arises. | appreciate you being here today,
and | thank you for your service to the State of

South Carolina and wi sh you safe travels back to
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Lexi ngt on County.

JUDGE SEI GLER:  Thank you all again for your service,
too. M. Anderson, thank you so nmuch for your
hel p during this process. Hope y'all have a good
day. Thank you agai n.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Al'l right, you too.

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SM TH. Thank you for accompdati ng us,
really appreciate it.

JUDGE SEI GLER: | appreciate it, too. Y all have a
good day. Thank you.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. Take care. M. Bl ackley
noves that we go into Executive Session. Al in
favor, signify by saying aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Al opposed?

(No replies are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  The ayes have it. W are in
Executive Sessi on.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

CHAl RMAN SM TH. M. Bl ackl ey noves that we cone out
of Executive Session. Al in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Al opposed?
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(No replies are heard.)

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  The ayes have it. Let me state,
while we were in Executive Session there were no
votes taken and no matters decided. And with
that, let’s have Judge Stricklin. Thank you for
accommodating us and coneing early. You
Interrupted our lunch, so I'mnot so sure we're
appreciative of your acconmmodati on.

JUDGE STRICKLIN: | want y'all to be happy. So |I'm
happy to go sit down until y‘all tell me to cone
back up here.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  That was what | told themearlier.
said we' Il make sure to let himwait for
accommodat i ng us.

THE HONORABLE C. VANCE STRICKLIN, JR., being duly
sworn, testifies as follows:

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Before you you have your
Personal Data Questionnaire and your Sworn
Statement. Are those both documents you have
submtted to the Conm ssion?

JUDGE STRICKLIN:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH.  Are they both correct?

JUDGE STRICKLIN: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Any changes or anendnents that need

to be made at this tinme?
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JUDGE STRICKLIN. No, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH.  And do you have any objection to us
maki ng those as exhibits to your sworn testinony
here today?

JUDGE STRICKLIN: No, sir.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Wt hout objection, if you' Il hand
those to Lindi, and we'll nake those as exhibits.
All right. Judge Stricklin, the Judicial Merit
Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
I's focused on nine evaluative criteria and had
I ncluded a ball ot box survey, a thorough study of
your application materials, verification of your
conpliance with state ethics |laws, a search of
newspaper articles in which your nane appears, a
study of previous screenings and checks for
econom c conflicts of interest. There have been
no affidavits filed in opposition to your
candi dacy today, and no witnesses are here to
testify against you. Do you wish to nmake a bri ef
openi ng statenent to the Conmm ssion?

JUDGE STRICKLIN.  Well, 1’1 be brief, because that
way it gives y'all a chance to take a bite and
chew and swall ow. This has been a wonderf ul

experience despite the fact that it all happened
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over Covid. It's a great job, the opportunity to
serve. But also to hopefully help, hopefully
make a difference on a nore regular and frequent
basis. You know, when you're in private
practice, you' re hel ping fol ks, but your file
cabi net doesn’t have nearly as many nanmes as you
get when you are a judge. You just get to touch
SO nmany nore cases, get to be involved in so nmany
nore things. It was also a good tine inlife for
a new challenge. So | appreciate y'all allow ng
me the opportunity to serve. | look forward to
serving wthout the Covid world. You know, |
cane onboard right as everything was shutting
down. And | feel like we're starting to get
close to normal, and then you watch the news we
hear about Onmicron, but once again, it has been a
good experience. And hopefully |I"mgetting
better and better at the job every day.

(Exhibit Nunber 12 was marked for identification

pur poses - (14 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorable C. Vance Stricklin, Jr.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 13 was marked for identification

pur poses - (6 pages) Sworn Statenment of The Honorabl e

C. Vance Stricklin, Jr.)

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al right. Thank you very nuch.
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JUDGE STRI CKLIN - EXAM NATI ON BY MR. STI MSON:
Q

Answer any questions your screening attorney may

have for you

Judge Stricklin, what do you think your
reputation is among attorneys that practice

bef ore you?

Well, | think it’s a good reputation. | always
tried really hard to get along with | awers when
| was a menber of the Bar. |’ve never changed.

| think | told this -- | heard a joke a long tinme
ago, and | hope never to forget it. W were out
in the hallway of the R chland County Courthouse
and an ol der |awyer pulled me aside, and he said,
do you know what the definition of nanosecond is.
| said, no, | don't. He goes, it’'s the anount of
time it takes a judge to forget what it's like to
be a lawer. And, you know, of course, he starts
| aughi ng because he thinks it’s hilarious, but
It’s a good point. And that is robeitis is

sonet hing you need to worry about. Forgetting
what it’s like being a |awer is sonething you
need to worry about. And hopefully I"Il never
forget those things. And |’'ve tried hard to
remenber what it’'s like, and | still know what
it’s like to be a lawer. And so | think ny
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reputation is sonmebody who understands what

you' re going through, whether it’'s a difficult
case, difficult client, difficult adverse party.
Sonetines it’'s bad facts. You know, you get a

W t ness who gets sick the day before trial, but I
think they appreciate the fact that they know

| "ve been there, and I'’mnot newto what they're
experiencing in nost situations.

What do you think your reputation is anong court
personnel that work with you?

Well, | guess probably the first thing is I'ma
Carolina fan because | bring ny nmug around
everywhere. W tal ked about that gane this
norning. But | get along really well with al

the court reporters, the deputies, the fol ks down
in the clerk’s office. | think ny -- | have an
open door. It’s not uncommon to have the clerks
com ng up saying, hey, we need to solve this
problem As a matter of fact, a kind of
unfortunate situation, Judge Hurley’'s nother
passed away over the holiday weekend. And so the
clerk was in my office first thing this norning
trying to figure out what we can nove around so
that we could give her the tinme off that she

needed to nmake arrangenents. And, you know, |
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thi nk they know that |1’ m al ways happy to take
nore on ny docket and help figure out how to
answer questions. The court reporters -- you're

no | onger assigned a court reporter, but you have
an extra office in your -- at least in R chland
County for court reporters. And so when Dayton
Granger, who had been there for a long tine -- |
know sone of you probably know Dayton. \When he
retired, we took that extra roomin ny office and
we turned it into a pseudo court reporter |ounge
for the Famly Court court reporters so they
woul d have a place to go and have lunch. W got
a refrigerator in there, you know, coffee and

m crowave. And we keep it open so they will have
a place to go. Because, you know, if you're a
court reporter, you can’'t count on going out for

l unch. You know, you’'re at the whins of the
docket. And so we try to treat everybody I|ike
we'd want to be treated. And | keep saying we
because |"'mreferring to Betty, who is ny
assistant. Betty's -- she wouldn’t m nd ne
saying it. She’'s 70 years old and hel ped train
nme. She worked for Kermt King, Harvey Gol den
and Mark Tayl or and then hel ped break ne in as a

young | awyer, and she’s ny assistant. So when |
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say we |'mtal king about -- she’s terrific.
She's terrific.

Thank you, Judge Stricklin. The Comm ssion
recei ved 561 ball ot box surveys regarding you
with 51 additional comments, all of which were
very positive. W’re going to nove on to your

Citizens Commttee report now

MR STIMSON: And |I'd note that the Mdland Ctizens

Commi ttee found Judge Stricklin qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional
gualifications, physical health and nental
stability. The Mdland Citizens Coonmittee found
himwell qualified in the evaluative criteria of
ethical fitness, professional and academ c
ability, character, reputation, experience and
judicial tenperanent. The Commttee stated in
summary that Judge Stricklinis well qualified
and further comented that he is well respected
wi th excellent qualifications.

We just have a few nore housekeepi ng issues.
Judge Stricklin, since submtting your letter of
I ntent, have you contacted any nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on about your candi dacy?

No, | have not.

Are you famliar with 8§ 2-19-70, including the
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limtations on contacting nmenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, | am

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of any attenpting to intervene
In the process on your behal f?

A | have not.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina Code § 2-19-70(E)?

A. Yes.

MR STIMSON:. | would just note for the record that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng Judge Stricklin were incorporated into
the questioning of himtoday. M. Chairman, |
have no further questions.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Thank you so nuch. Judge Stricklin,
let nme say this. It probably conmes as no

surprise to those of us who know you. But | want
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to congratul ate you or commend you, nore

I nportantly, on your ballot box surveys. No
negati ve comments, and they’ re anonynous, as you
know. There's no repercussions. And people tend
to like to throw rocks at judges and | awers, and
obvi ously they have not done that in your case.
And the one thing that we all want to tel

sitting judges, especially ones |ike you, is to
make sure we recogni ze those who are uphol di ng
the ideals of the judiciary and doing a great job
of treating litigants, |awers, court personnel
and everybody with dignity and respect. You're
doing that, and so we appreciate the job you do

and just urge you to keep up the good work.

JUDGE STRI CKLIN:  Thank you.
CHAIRVAN SM TH: M. Safran.
MR SAFRAN. M. Stricklin, when you cane through

think I was nothing short of delighted that
basically you had nade the decision to go on the
bench. You were an exenplary Fam |y Court

| awyer, and | had no doubt that you were going to
turn into a super judge. And aside fromthe
bal | ot boxes, |’'ve asked, and they tell ne he’'s
wonderful. He has brought to the bench exactly

what he brought to the Bar. And if there’'s any

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 79

JUDGE STRI CKLIN:  Thank you very mnuch.
CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Any further questions for

exanple of, | guess, a candidate that | think
woul d be one that falls within the intent of the
change in the conpensation for the judges, you
are it. You certainly gave up a very lucrative
practice to do this. And | just want you to
understand, as the Chairnman said, we often get
criticized because we’'re supposedly just beating
up on folks and criticizing, you know, candidates
and not recogni zing what the real world stressors
are for judges. But when people |ike you show up
wth these kind of ballot boxes and what the word
IS on the street, it tells us that's a pretty

ki nd of hollow conplaint. W want people to know
that it can be done, and you're certainly proof
positive that it is done every day, and we do

appreci ate your continued servi ce.

Judge Stricklin? Al right. Judge, this wll
conclude this portion of your screening process.
Let ne take this opportunity to rem nd you that
pursuant to the Conm ssion’s evaluative criteria,
t he Conm ssion expects candidates to follow the
spirit as well as the letter of the ethics | aw

W will view violations or the appearance of
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i mpropriety as serious and potentially deserving
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of heavy weight in the screening deliberations.
As you may be aware, the record wll remain open
until the formal release of the report of
qualifications, and you nay be called back if
such need arises. | appreciate you comng here
t oday, accommodating us, and appreciate your
service to the State of South Carolina.

JUDGE STRICKLIN: Thanks. Good to see all of y'all,

CHAIRVAN SMTH. Al right. Thank you. M. Mlver
moves that we go in Executive Session. Al in
favor, signify by saying aye.

(Ayes are heard.)
CHAI RVAN SM TH. Al opposed?
(No replies are heard.)
CHAIRVAN SM TH: W are back in Executive Session.
EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

VI CE CHAI RVMAN RANKIN: ~ Wel conme. If you wll -- al
right. W are back in open session, and in
Executive Session no votes were cast and no
busi ness was conducted. Judge Jones, wel cone.
THE HONORABLE GWENDLYNE YOUNG JONES, being duly

sworn, testifies as foll ows:

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  You have before you the

docunents you prepared, the Personal Data
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Questionnaire and Sworn Statenent, correct?

JUDGE JONES:  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: I f you don’t have any changes
that you want to make, |'d ask you to hand them
to Ms. Putnamto your left, and we will put them
in the record wth your consent, correct?

JUDGE JONES: Correct.

(Exhi bit Nunber 14 was marked for identification

pur poses - (16 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honor abl e Gaendl yne Young Jones.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 15 was marked for identification

pur poses - (2 pages) Anendnent to Personal Data

Questionnaire for The Honorabl e Gaendl yne Young

Jones.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 16 was marked for identification

pur poses - (6 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

Grendl yne Young Jones.)

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. And again, if you
needed to anend them you could, but you don’t
need to nmake anmendnents, correct?

JUDGE JONES: No.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Then do you see --

Is there a green button in front of you? |Is that

on? If I'Il stop talking, and you start talking,
we' || be able to hear you. Very good, super.
Garber Reporting
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JUDGE JONES: | am
VI CE CHAl RMAN RANKIN:  And our focus that we conduct

JUDGE JONES: |I'd just like to say | want to thank

All right. Judge, you are famliar with this

process, correct?

I n our thorough investigation of your candi dacy
and qualifications to continue serving on the
bench. For the record, as you know, we focus on
nine criteria which includes the ballot box
survey, a thorough study of your application
materials, verification of your conpliance with
state ethics laws, a search of newspaper articles
I n which your nane appears, a study of previous
screenings and a check for conflicts of interest
In the economc conflicts arena. No affidavits
have been filed in opposition to your election,
and no witnesses are present to testify. | wll
open the floor to you for a brief statenent if
you woul d |ike before we turn it over for

questions by staff counsel.

each and every one of you for giving ne the
opportunity to serve in this capacity. It’'s hard
to believe it’s already been alnbost 12 years, and
hopefully I'lIl be able to continue to do so.

Thank you.
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. Al right. Thank

you. Enmma.

M5. DEAN.  Thank you, M. Chairman.
JUDGE JONES - EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. DEAN:

Q

Judge Jones, after serving 11 years on the Famly
Court, why do you want to continue serving as a
famly judge?

l’msorry. Wuld you repeat that?

Yes, ma’am |’msorry, Judge. Wiy woul d you
like to continue serving as a Fam |y Court judge?
Vll, | really -- as | indicated, it just seens

difficult and hard to believe that it's already

been al nmost 12 years, and there’s still so nuch
work to be done. | love what | do, even though
it isadfficult job. | just -- | can’t think

of anything else | would like to be doing at this
tine.

Thank you, Judge. Judge Jones, you have

I ndi cated in your PDQ that since your |ast
screening you were named as an heir in your
parents’ estate and that your sister is the
Personal Representative, correct?

That is correct.

(kay. And secondly, you indicated in your
Anended PDQ that you were nanmed in Laverne Henry
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v. Richland County Public Defender’'s Ofice. In
your PDQ you stated the defendant sued you and
the Chief Public Defender after having been
convicted of crimnal sexual conduct wth a

m nor. And he alleged that you had conspired
wth the solicitor for the conviction, and that
case has been dism ssed; is that correct?

That is correct.

Thank you. Additionally, you were naned -- in
your Anended PDQ you nmentioned Gaendl yne Young
v. Blue Cross Blue Shield and al so anot her case,
Ri chl and Medi cal Hospital v. Gaendl yne Young.
And in your Amended PDQ you said this had to do
wth a nmedical procedure and it’s since been
addr essed?

Yes.

Thank you. Judge Jones, what do you think your
reputation is anong attorneys and court staff?

| would like to think that it is great. |'m
often coined as one that has the patience of Job.
Specifically, | mean, whether it is wth the
staff or the attorneys specifically, the self-
represented litigants, | probably allow them nore
time than nost. But | feel like it’s a very

I nportant job, and everyone wants to be heard.
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Q
MS. DEAN: | would note that the Mdland Ctizens

So | just try to be patient and just give them
the opportunity to be heard. So they may | eave
there feeling as if the case didn't have the
outcone that they wanted, but it’s ny goal for
themto feel that someone |istened.

Thank you, Judge. Judge Jones, the Comm ssion
recei ved 429 ball ot box surveys regardi ng you
wth 26 additional comments. The ballot box
survey, for exanple, contained the follow ng
positive comments, “Fair, kind and honest, very
fair and know edgeable.” Two of the witten
comment s expressed concerns about your handling
of conplicated issues. How would you respond to
such concerns?

| would think that means that they would think
can’'t do the job at all. Famly Court -- there's
not hi ng easy about Famly Court. Al of it’'s
conplicated, so | just don’'t know if that
particular person -- nore than likely they were
not happy with the outcone of their case.

Thank you, Judge.

Conm ttee found Judge Jones qualified in the
evaluative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental
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stability. The Commttee found her well
qualified in the criteria of ethical fitness,
prof essi onal and academ c ability, character,
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent.
And t hey commented, “Excellent qualification,
wel | respected and conpassionate, well qualifi ed.
Judge Jones, since submtting your letter of

I ntent, have you contacted any nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on about your candi dacy?

| have not.

Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

| have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
intervene in this process on your behal f?

No, |’ m not.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the
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Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina Code § 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes.

M5. DEAN. | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
today’'s questioning. M. Chairman, | have no
further questions.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. Judge Jones, |I'm

JUDGE JONES: Thank you.

VI CE

going to just start off with a couple of
observations about you. And it’s one of the nost
uni que, but I wll endorse this. This is the
bal | ot box survey conmments. |In the real mof your
bei ng both hel pful and willing to help, one of

t hese commenters speaks of your infectious smle.
And | get that from whatever distance between us
in this hearing room And | just have to believe
for the litigants comng before you that |owers
the bar of anxiety in a Famly Courtroom which
has got to be a blessing to them And so | don’'t
know if that’s your nother’'s smle or your dad’' s

smle, but it is an infectious smle.

CHAl RMAN RANKI N0 The ot hers have coment ed

agai n, save the one, apparently the only person
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JUDGE JONES: | do.
VI CE CHAl RVAN RANKIN:  And in such a difficult context

JUDGE JONES: It’'s probably ny upbringing. Wen |

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W often ask judges in either

who has taken issue wth you, how your work ethic
Is strong, strives to be the best, excellent

t enperanment, solid decisions, a judicial
tenperanment that others should follow W are
fortunate to have her on the bench. You |ove

your work, apparently.

with [ots of very hard choices that you
singularly have to nake, how do you maintain your

joy and |ove of doing it and that smle?

first was elected to the position alnost 12 years
ago, | had both of ny parents. M father was a
Bapti st preacher, and so in ny household that’s
just what you're taught, to be kind to people, be
conpassionate. And | think that is what was
instilled in me. And I tell ny colleagues al

the tinme when it gets to a point that | amno

| onger nice or patient, then it’s probably tine
for me to |l ook for another job. And so until

that time, | hope to continue to carry out those
attributes that were instilled in me by ny

parents.
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JUDGE JONES: And actually even though we're tal king

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. All right.
Questions by any nenbers of the Comm ssion? M.
Strom

MR STROM M. Chairman, | just wanted to echo what
you were reading. | know Judge Jones, and

the Famly Court or Crcuit Court who they | ook
up to, who is their mark in service and who do
they try to enulate. W is that and has that

been for you?

about someone that’'s not living, actually when we
had the fireside of the wonen | awers, |’'d say
the sane thing. It would have to be ny parents,
because everything that | amis because of them
They worked hard, continued to work hard all of
their life and just treated people they way they

wanted to be treated.

menbers of the Conm ssion, what you see here is

what you get. She’'s just one of the nicest

people that you ||l ever neet inside the
courtroom outside the courtroom | have the
pl easure of knowi ng her husband well. He's a

great guy, so we're just delighted that you want
to continue to serve. And thank you for what you

do. It’s a hard job. Thank you. Thank you, M.
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Very good. M. Safran.
MR SAFRAN. Judge Jones, | don’t know you, but

Chai r man.

obviously I want to echo what |’ ve been hearing.
You are in a particular area that is always going
to give rise to sone contentiousness, things can
get out of hand, and basically what often happens
I's the judge m ght becone part of the show as
opposed to nore or |ess maintaining order over

it. And | really aminpressed by the fact that
tenperanment is sonething that is constantly being
identified as a your strong suit. Because you're
in an area that really -- you ve got to maintain
control, but you ve got to do it in a way where
you' re kind of recognizing how highly charged the
circunstances are, and you do that. And again --
|"ve said this many tines in the past, | think
too often we are seen as soneone here to just

| evel folks with criticism But | think we also
want to give accol ades where they' re deserved,
and you certainly deserve them You' re doing a
great job, and we want to nake sure you know
that. Because too often | think you don't get
that pat on the back, and that’'s sonething that

clearly here it’s warranted. So we appreciate
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your servi ce.

JUDGE JONES: Thank you, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Regina Hollins
Lew s, you nust owe her a lot of noney. She
wites such a beautiful letter of support of you
and many know her and think very highly of her.
A few words that speak to ne nore acutely. She’'s
known you for 40 years, net you in | aw school or
undergrad | guess, perhaps --

JUDGE JONES: Since the first day of undergrad at
Carol i na.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- you've renai ned the sane
ki ndhearted, hunbl e and personabl e person that
you’ ve been since she first knew you. And so
that is a wonderful testanent to you. So --

JUDGE JONES: | promise | didn't pay her.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Never do. Never do. All
right. Unless there are other questions of you,
Judge Jones, this will wap up this portion of
our screening process. And again, you know the
routine, that pursuant to our criteria we expect
candi dates and judges seeking reel ection to honor
both the spirit and the letter of the ethics
| aws. And any violation or appearance of

i npropriety will be deemed very serious and
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JUDCGE JONES: | do.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. We will not, | bet,

JUDGE JONES: Thank you.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  God speed. Thank you.
JUDGE JONES: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Wel conme, Judge Bri dges.
JUDCGE BRI DGES: Thank you.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  How are you doi ng today?

potentially deserving a very heavy wei ght in our
del i berations. On that note, as you know, this
record will renmain open until the final release
of the report of qualifications, and you could be
cal l ed back if the need were to arise. W don’t
expect that, but | need an affirmative yes, you

know. Do you understand that?

see you before this record is closed. And with

t hat, Judge, thank you for your com ng today, and
t hank you for your wonderful smle that you are
greeting us with that the fol ks of South Carolina
in the courtroomneed to see and your good

justice that you' re rendering in your service.

(OFf the record.)

JUDCGE BRIDGES: |'mpretty good, | think.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W' re early.
JUDGE BRIDCGES: | know.
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testifies as foll ows:

THE HONCRABLE USHA J. BRI DGES, being duly sworn,

JUDCGE BRIDGES: Let nme just say, |’ve got just a
little hoarseness because | got a little cold.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You're a C enson fan, and
you’ ve been bragging.

JUDGE BRIDGES: No, | have not. But | am Gaffney
I ndian fan, and |’ ve been bragging.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  That works, too. The Personal
Data Questionnaire and Sworn Statement you have
before you, do we need to anend, or do you need
to amend those before they become a part of the
record?

JUDCE BRIDGES: No, | do not.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN: Al right. Do you object to
them being included in the record?

JUDGE BRI DGES: No, | do not.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN: I f you'll hand those to Ms.
Putnamthere, we wll put themin. You, Judge,
are very famliar with our process, right --

(Exhi bit Number 17 was marked for identification

purposes - (12 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Usha J. Bridges)

(Exhi bit Number 18 was marked for identification

purposes - (4 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e
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Usha J. Bridges)
JUDGE BRI DGES: Yes.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- in terns of our evaluative
criteria. | have to put this on the record, but

you know that we in our thorough investigation of
your continued service on the bench -- we | ook at
nine evaluative criteria. W focus on the ball ot
box survey, a study of your application
materials, verification of your conpliance with
the state ethics | aws, a search of newspaper
articles in which your name appears, a study of
previ ous screenings and a check for economc
conflicts of interest. No affidavits have been
filed in opposition to your election, and no
W t nesses have desired to be present today to
testify. | wll openit to you, Judge, if you'd
like to make a brief opening statenent. |f not,
I will turnit over to Ms. Foster for questions.

JUDGE BRIDGES: | don't have an opening statenent.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Very good. Al right. M.
Foster.

JUDGE BRI DGES - EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. FOSTER

Q Judge Bridges, after serving 11 years on the

Fam |y Court, why do you want to continue

serving?
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Because | feel this is ny calling. This is
sonething that |I’'ve worked hard to do. | value
this position. | value this job. | value what |

can give to others. So this is why | want to
continue this at this tine.

Thank you. Judge Bridges, what do you think your
reputation is anong attorneys and court

per sonnel ?

Well, it depends on the attorneys. |If they are
attorneys that are doing their job and doi ng what
they' re supposed to do, then | think I have an
excel l ent reputation wwth them |If it's the
attorneys that cone in there and not represent
their clients Iike they re supposed to and not
have a clue as to what they re supposed to do,
then | probably don’'t have such a good opi nion.
As far as the court personnel and the people that
| work with, | think I have a pretty good
reputation with them | have a good working
relationship with them

Judge Bridges, the Conm ssion received 417 ball ot
box surveys regarding you with 36 additional
comrents. The ball ot box survey, for exanple,
contained the follow ng positive coments, “Judge

Bridges is one of the nost professional and
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ki ndhearted judges |’'ve ever had the honor of
appearing before. Her decisions are legally
sound and reasonably thought through. Judge
Bridges is one of the nost qualified Fam |y Court
judges in South Carolina. She has a vast

know edge of all areas of famly law. In
addition, she's a team player and works well wth
all other Famly Court judges.” Seven of the
witten comments expressed concern regarding your
t enper anment and deneanor toward attorneys and
litigants. Wat response would you offer to this
concern?

And | guess | would have to know what exactly was
said in order to respond. But, as |’'ve stated
before, | value this job. | value the
profession, as far as being a | awyer or being a
judge. And if you undertake to represent
soneone, you've taken their hard-earned noney to
come into the courtroomto represent them then |
expect you to do that. And if there' s sone
reason that you don’'t and you get called out on
it, then, you know, so be it. Now ny tone --
|"ve been told a lot of tines that ny tone is
kind of harsh. But let ne just tell you, | have

five children. M oldest one is 37. M youngest
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one is 21. | never went to the principal’s
office. | never went to the sheriff’s departnent
to pick themup. | believe in corporal

puni shment, believe ne | do. But | didn’t have
to utilize that, because you know what, when
spoke to them they understood what | neant, and
t hey knew they better get it inline. So 37
years of having to deal with that, that's ny
tone. | have six grandchildren now. | treat
themthe sane way. And | can tell you that when
grandma speaks, they respond. So, | nean, that's
just the way it is. | can’'t change who | am and
| can’t conprom se who | am and so this is just
who | am

Thank you. Judge Bridges you’ ve handl ed sone

I nnovati ve prograns during your tinme on the
bench, one recently being a pro se day. You also
had an ammesty day a few years ago. Wuld you

pl ease tell the Conm ssion about these speci al
terms of court?

| will. The situations where the clerk cones to
us or sone of the lawyers cone, and they' || say,
you know, we’ve got this situation. How can we
address it. So what we’'ve done is we -- it’'s not

just ny idea. W tal ked together because we work
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-- | have a good group of judges that | work with
inmy circuit. And we talk, and we talk with the
clerks, and we try to cone up with ideas to
handl e those situations. The amesty day was a
day when they had a backl og of bench warrants in
Gaf fney. And so what we did there was we cane up
wth an idea to give them amesty if they woul d
cone in, let’s try and work out sonething to deal
with the bench warrants. W had sone tenporary
wor k agenci es there that we would screen you for
ajob if you didn't have job. W set up a plan
so that you could pay the noney. W didn't want
to put people injail. W want you to support
your children. So that was the amesty day. And
then the clerk of court canme just recently --
because of Covid we’ve had a | ot of issues to
come up with the docket. And we had a lot of pro
se cases that we were not able to put on the
docket. And so, you know, we cane up with the

i dea of going to the auditorium working on a day
that was |i ke a chanber day, getting perm ssion
to have a clerk of court and work through those.
W schedul ed 106. And we were able to nove 96
pro se divorces |ast week. So, | nean, you know,

we just have to do what we have to do to deal
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wi th our dockets to address it. And we’ve been
working really, really closely with our Fam |y

Court Bar in our circuit to try and see what we
can do to address the cases to keep them novi ng.
That’s sonething -- we’'ve taken a |ot of pride in
trying to, you know, get our nunbers, our bench

mar ks down, and we’'re al nost there.

Q Thank you, Judge Bri dges.

M5. FOSTER. | would note that the Upstate Citizens
Conmittee found Judge Bridges qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The Commttee found her well
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academ c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judicial
t enper anent .

Q And Judge Bridges, | just have sone housekeepi ng
I ssues. Since submtting your letter of intent,
have you contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion
about your candi dacy?

A No, | have not.

Q Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including the

limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral

Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?
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A | am

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
intervene in the process on your behal f?

A. No, |’ m not.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging in S.C. Code
8§ 2-19-70(e)?

A Yes, ma’am

M5. FOSTER: | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candi date were incorporated into
t he questioning of the candidate today. M.
Chai rman, | have no further questions.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Senator Tall ey.

SENATOR TALLEY: Your Honor, it’s nice to see you.

JUDCGE BRIDGES: Nice to see you.

SENATOR TALLEY: | have to admt when | read through

your ball ot box, and one of the things that you
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responded to, it made ne chuckle as well. And I
wanted to share this with you, because | think
this suns up ny experience with you, and | think
it’s well said. And | did not submt this.

JUDGE BRI DGES: Ckay.

SENATOR TALLEY: It says, some may think Judge Bridges
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Is tough, but | believe it is tough Iove. She's
sees potential in people and she expects themto
live up to that potential, whether it is the

| awyer advocating in her courtroomor the parents
struggling with changes in their famly. And so
| think that suns up your approach and certainly
ny experience in front of you over the years.

And | just appreciate you being willing to
continue serving. | think nenbers of this

Comm ssi on woul d say that outside of how you
treat litigants and how you treat |awers, those
that come in your courtroom how you treat and
Iinteract wth fol ks around the courthouse is
important. And | note that you have letters from
both clerks in our circuit that speak vol unes for
your working relationship with others. And |

wll tell you that your pro se divorce day is
sonet hi ng that many of us have tal ked about. So

you m ght get sone traction with that around the
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state to really help nove al ong sone dockets in
other circuits, so | comend you for that as
wel | .

JUDGE BRI DGES: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Ms. Bl ackl ey.

MS. BLACKLEY: Good afternoon, Your Honor.

JUDGE BRI DGES: Good afternoon.

M5. BLACKLEY: For those of you who haven’'t already
received this nessage or garnered this from Judge
Bridges, she is a | ady who says what she neans
and nmeans what she says, and that’'s the bottom
line. As the forner clerk of court in
Spartanburg, |1’ve had the opportunity to work
wth you day in and day out, and | know that you
are a true work agent. | don’t want to call you
a horse, but | nmean, true work agent.

JUDGE BRI DGES: Thank you.

MS. BLACKLEY: | renmenber when the dockets were backed
up, and I was |like, | need nore court tine. Can
you make it happen. W’ ve got to get these child
support hearings noved, and Judge Bridges was the
| eadi ng judge on that. And when other judges
couldn’t finish their dockets, this |lady would
stay and take on cases to help them And | can

tell you nost of the tinme what |’'ve seen was a
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| ot of judges |eaving on Friday and not worKking,
but not Judge Bridges. So | comend you on your
wor k. And you are soneone who follows the | aw
and does what’s right. And I think it speaks

vol unmes that you do have all these wonderful
letters. M/ fornmer counterpart, Brandy MBee and
nmy predecessor, Any Cox -- but | thought it was
very interesting -- it'’s rare. | don't know if
|’ ve seen a court staff wite a letter. But you
have one froma young lady that | hired, which |
think is trenendous, Bathsheba Browning. A
phenonenal young | ady, and she wote a gl ow ng

| etter about you. And | just want to say thank
you publicly for what you do in Spartanburg, and
you're a true leader. And | do want to nention
and put on the record, | have an institute for
youth. It’s called the Institute for Youth
Justice, and it’s for 11th and 12th graders in
Spartanburg County to | earn about the justice
system from beginning to end, and it’s a non-
profit. And the biggest request from students
who' ve heard fromprior classes is they can’t
wait to hear from Judge Bridges. So we’ve had to
reschedul e sone of our timng so we could fit her

i n our schedul e, because we did not want to give
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up the opportunity for these youth to hear from
this | ady, because she got the highest marks of
any presenter that we’ ve had and they just |ove
her. But again, when | take themin there, |
remenber one student having a piece of gumin his
nmout h, and she set himstraight. And, you know,
they were |ike, oh, wow. But you have been a
wonder ful coworker with ne and a great judge in
our circuit. And just what |I’ve read and saw in
t he news what you have done with the pro se
litigants is just incredible, but not surprising
tonme. | wll sing your praises, because | know
|"ve been in there, in your courtroom while
court was going on and been able to work hand in
hand wi th you, and you were excellent.

JUDCGE BRI DGES: Thank you.

MS. BLACKLEY: An excellent judge.

JUDGE BRI DGES: Thank you.

M5. BLACKLEY: Hope we have you for years and years to
cone. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKIN: O her Conm ssi on nenbers?
Judge Bridges, | want to comment as well. And |
cannot hel p but invoke a nenory of ny -- simlar
to Ms. Blackley's child comng in or the story of

the child comng in wth the gum M father -- |
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was maybe 15, 14, 15. There was a judge of a
simlar tenperanent to yours in Georgetown
County, David Maring, Horry and CGeorgetown. And
he wanted ne to go sit in Famly Court as a young
hi gh school -- again, 9th grade, whatever and
just see how life played out in a Famly
Courtroom And so he inpressed -- and this
perhaps not in a sexist way, | hope, but the
theme was it was support day. And the fathers
were comng in, comng in, comng in and all Kkind
of excuses about why they couldn’'t pay. The
thene of that judge to those fathers, you play,
you pay. As a young man, not just in the literal
sense, it struck ne that again you need a strong
personality, a strong voice of saying what needs
to be said, which is what sone of your commenters
have said. You tell the hard truth and we all
need to hear it. And so | appreciate that in
you. Then finally, you, one wites, may be the
nost child-focused Fam|ly Court judge in the
state. And so | amincredibly inpressed with
that. Because parents can fight about the eight
track tape players back in ny day, the CD or

what ever, the spoon collection fromtheir trips,

all these old things that when | first started
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practicing | aw they seened to fight over, stupid,
right, adults fighting over stupid things. Kids,
t hough, in the mddle and caught in harns way
anong adults that probably shouldn’t have had
chil dren, because they’'re not anynore adult than
they act sonetines. And so that is a great
compliment to you. And again, God bless you for
your earning that praise and living it out as you
have done. So thank you nmuch for your continued
I nterest and your continued vigor and zeal to

hel p our Famly Court and kids in South Carolina.

JUDCGE BRI DGES: Thank you.
VI CE CHAIRVAN RANKIN: If there’s nothing el se, at

this time, Judge, this will conclude this portion
of our screening process. And as you know,
havi ng been here and done this before, we in the
Conmi ssion take very serious both the letter and
the spirit of the state ethics |laws. Any
violation of that or the appearance of

I npropriety in that vein would be deened very
serious and deserving of very serious

consi deration by us in the event that were to be
the case. The record is not closed until the
final release of the report of qualifications.

And, Judge, you understand that in that off
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chance sonething were to occur, we could call you
back, correct?

JUDGE BRI DCGES: Yes, yes.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. | don't expect
we' || see you. | expect you to continue to serve
our state well and continue to speak for and
fight for kids --

JUDCE BRI DGES: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- in our state.
JUDGE BRIDGES: And thank you all.
VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKIN:  Very well. God bless you and

safe travels. Enjoy your Christmas season
W' re soon upon the nonth of Decenber.

JUDCGE BRIDGES: Yes. 1'Il be traveling back to
Col unbia on Saturday to see Gaffney to win the
state chanpi onshi p.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Wio do y'all play?

JUDGE BRI DGES: Dutch Fork.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  I'"mpulling for you.

JUDGE BRI DGES: (Ckay. M 9th grade grandson got
pul led up to the varsity team and he's actually
seen a little play tine. | thought I was just
going to be cheering fromthe sideline, but he's
gotten in there a little bit.

M5. BLACKLEY: WAs he that major player who scored
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agai nst Spartanburg H gh School ?

JUDGE BRI DGES: No.

M5. BLACKLEY: But he was on the wi nning team so
that’s all that matters.

JUDCGE BRIDGES: Right. He was actually the player
t hat Spartanburg scored on in the last quarter.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Hold on, Judge. Hold on.

SENATOR TALLEY: M. Chair, 1’|l share, and Judge
Bri dges may know this, but | nentioned earlier
our clerk in Cherokee County, Brandy MBee, who
was at the Dorman/ Gaf fney gane and not only was
t he schools both well represented on the field,
but the | egal profession was as well, because
Dorman drove down to the ten yard line. And Beth
Bul | ock, a local Famly Court attorney’s son who
pl ays |inebacker for Gaffney knocked down ny
son’s pass as tine expired, and Gaffney won. So
we were chonping at the bit to play again in the
pl ayoffs, but --

JUDGE BRIDGES: |’'m sure you were.

SENATOR TALLEY: -- we didn’t get that opportunity.

JUDGE BRI DGES: Next year.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Judge, you sound like a
Carol i na fan.

JUDCGE BRIDGES: | am
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Next year. Happy week to you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N The ayes have it.

VI CE CHAl RVAN RANKIN: W are back on the record. And

JUDGE BALLENGER. G ad to be here.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Thank you, and thank you for

SWor n,

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N You have before you, Judge

JUDGE BALLENGER: | do not.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN. Al right. [If you wll hand

testifies as foll ows:

On Cookie Monster Safran’s notion, we're going in
Executive Session. Al in favor say aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

for the record, during executive session no votes
were cast and no business was conducted. W wl|
now proceed to the next candidate, Judge

Bal | enger. \Welcone, Judge. How are you?

being here early.
THE HONORABLE KAREN F. BALLENGER, being duly

Bal | enger, the PDQ and the Sworn Statenent. Do
you have any changes that need to be nade to

t hose?

those to Ms. Putnam w thout objection fromyou,
we Wil put themin the record. Al right.

Judge, you are famliar with our process here
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havi ng been screened before, and you know what
we’'re | ooking for here in terns of the thorough
I nvestigation that we conduct to judge judges.
We | ook at nine evaluative criteria, which
I ncludes a ballot box survey, a thorough study of
your application materials, verification of your
compliance with state ethics |aws, a search of
newspaper articles in which your name appears, a
study of previous screenings and a check for
econom c conflicts of interest. No affidavits
have been filed in opposition to your election,
and no witnesses are here to testify. Again,
you're early. Thank you. You' re actually
hol di ng court today, correct?

(Exhi bit Nunber 19 was marked for identification

pur poses - (17 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Karen F. Ball enger)

(Exhi bit Nunber 20 was marked for identification

pur poses - (6 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Karen F. Bal |l enger)

JUDGE BALLENGER: Yes, | had a trial this norning.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. All right. Well,

If the litigants are waiting, we will have you

di spense with an opening statenment. |f they're
not waiting, you still can waive an opening
Garber Reporting
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statement if you |ike. The choice is yours.

JUDGE BALLENGER: | would just like to say thank you

for your service to the state, and 1'd also |ike
to thank Ms. Barton. You know, as an anxious
judge, she tried very hard to make ne feel as
easy and as confortable as | could. So thank you
very nuch, and I'’mready for any questions you

m ght have for ne.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. M. Barton
JUDGE BALLENGER - EXAM NATI ON BY MsS. BARTON:

Q

Judge Bal I enger, after serving ten years on the
Fam |y Court bench, why do you want to continue
serving as a Fam |y Court judge?

| feel very, very blessed. | have had the
opportunity of being a Famly Court judge. And
every day |'mthankful to be able to serve the
state. And | look forward to being able to serve
for six nore years.

Thank you. Judge, you indicated in your PDQ that
since your |ast screening, you filed a

forecl osure action via Short Street Hol dings, LLC
in 2016 relating to your former office building.
You al so indicated, after the action, the
property was sold by the LLC. Are there any

additional brief comments regarding this matter
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you woul d like to make to the Comm ssion?

That was just a very, very painful experience for
me. \Wen | got elected, it was ny intent to sel
ny building. And when | tried to do that | found
out that one of ny law partners had a lien. And
so | contacted John Freeman and got his advice.

| al so got an opinion, advisory opinion, of how
to handle it. And | was advised to go through
that process and that’s what | did.

And that has conpletely concluded at this point?
That is correct. It has now sold. And |

apol ogi ze. |I'mjust getting over a cold, so ny
voice is not as strong as it normally is, but
that’ s why.

Thank you. Judge Ball enger, what do you think
your reputation is anong attorneys that practice
bef ore you?

Well, | strive every day to make it as good and
as pleasant as | can. | think that probably
anybody that asked would say that I'ma

wor kaholic, that |'mpersistent. | try very hard
and that | amfair and I’mequitable. And Judge
Bal | enger, who was ny father-in-law, his
reputation was that he was a | awer’s judge. So

If the sanme thing can be said about ne, | wll
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feel like | have fallen in his footsteps very
wel | .

Thank you. The Conm ssion received 427 ball ot
box surveys regarding you with 56 additional
comrents. The bulk of the positive comments
focused on your hard work, ethics, experience,
fair approach and conpassion for the litigants.
The bal |l ot box survey, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive coments, “Excellent judge,
very fair mnded, treats litigants even handedly
and is even tenpered.” Only four of the witten
comment s expressed concerns. Three of the
negative comments focused nore on your courtroom
delivery of rulings and your nethodol ogy. What
response or observations would you offer to this
concern?

Well, that could be interpreted two ways. Wen
you first approached ne about that, the way that
| looked at it was, when | give ny rulings |
always try to say positive and negative things
about each litigant. | try to say concerns about
each litigant and then give nmy ruling and base it
on the law. So the fact that |’ mgiving both

pl uses and mnuses to both, for the litigant |I'm

assum ng that they hear the positive and don’t
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want to hear the negative. So that’s why they
may think that it’s not -- you know, that |'m
maybe bi ased. The other way you could interpret
it is that | take every situation and | ook at it
on its om. And no two situations are the sane.
So | think that you could say to interpret that
by meaning that |’ m doing what |’ m supposed to
do. Because, you know, if you go into it, and
you're a judge that doesn't like to award alinony
or sonething like that, that could be a very
negative. And | try to do case by case basis.
Thank you. The renai ning comment dealt with
recusal. In general, what is your recusal policy
In regards to attorneys you may have had previous
financial or business relationships wth?

Well, first of all, nmy overall feeling about
recusals is why would | stay in a case if you
don’'t want me to be in the case. So that woul d
be ny first reason, why would | put nyself in
that situation. One of the comments was what |
did wwth the lawers that were involved in that
case where | had to do the foreclosure. And that
happened back between 2012 and 2016, so |
answered it to the best of ny know edge. But |

went back after you asked ne that question and
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Q

tal ked with my docketing clerk and also talked to
ny court reporter. And they confirned -- ny
docketing clerk said that the attorney was

i nvol ved, she didn’t schedul e any cases in front
of me that were contested. And | didn't hear any
cases unless the attorneys -- it was an
agreenent, and | put on the record and the
attorneys agreed to it. |I'min a small county so
there were tines when they had an agreenent, they
wanted me to hear it. Because they didn't want
to wait weeks until they had another judge. But

| handled it the way that |’ m supposed to under
the rules, and | confirned that with my court
reporter. And she honestly said she got tired of
putting that on the record every tine she had to.
So | believe | handled it the best way I coul d.

Thank you.

M5. BARTON. | would note that the Upstate Citizens

Comm ttee found Judge Ball enger qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The Comm ttee found her well
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academic ability,

character, reputation, experience and judicial
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Q Just a few nore questions, Judge. Since
subm tting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Comm ssion about
your candi dacy?

A | have not.

Q Are you famliar with § 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

A | amfamliar.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behalf,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
I ntervene in this process on your behal f?

A | am not and have not.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina Code § 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes.

M5. BARTON: | would just note for the record that any

t enper anment .
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concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
the questioning here today. M. Chairman, | have
no further questions.

JUDGE BALLENGER: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Thank you, M.
Barton. Judge, you and | were in |aw school
toget her, | think.

JUDGE BALLENGER W were.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Though you finished far sooner

than | -- or maybe later | should say. Later,
because --

JUDGE BALLENGER: No, we finished the same year.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  -- you’'ve not aged, and | am

old man river now. And you’ve been a judge now
how many years?

JUDGE BALLENGER:  Since 2012.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  That’'s wonderful. And |I’ve
screened you once before, | think, in 16 or *15.

JUDGE BALLENGER: | thought you were on the panel in
2012 and 2016.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  * 16, yeabh.

JUDGE BALLENGER: (Ckay, just one time then.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  They wouldn’t let ne get to the
table until ‘16.
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JUDGE BALLENGER: Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  But anyway, and so | know you
well. 1’ve never appeared before you, but | just
want to give you a couple of atta girls to your
performance and your standing that the Bar hol ds
you in, and --

JUDGE BALLENGER  That's so hunbli ng.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- just conplinent you for, as
you said, a |lawer’s judge. You, | would
suggest, are a judge’'s judge too in terns of how
you hold yourself. And so howis that you
continue not to get beaten down by the subject
that you deal with and continue to find a fresh
and kind of a servant’s heart approach to this?

JUDGE BALLENGER  You know, |I'mnot really sure. You
know. There are days that when you have bad
t hi ngs cone before you but in a day' s period you
see a |lot of good things. You know, it’'s --
maybe |’ ve just got a servant’s heart. | can
tell you, and |'ve said it many, nmany tines,
besi des having ny daughter, this is the best
thing that’s ever happened to ne. And | try very
hard to do the best job that | can every day. |
know there's sone days that | fail but | try very
hard, and | just enjoy what | do. And | think
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VI CE

that -- what’'s the saying, that if you enjoy your
job, then you don’t work a day in your life. So
| reckon that just applies to ne because | just

| ove this job and hope that | can have six nore
years.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Well, you have, again, endeared
yourself to a |l ot of people who commented. And
beyond -- | don’'t want to say -- an aw shucks
approach, but certainly the word approachabl e has
been used about you. But of inportance to ne,

not afraid to nake the right ruling. You re not
going to duck a tough situation. And again, you
don’t get any options to duck those in Famly

Court, | guess, do you?

JUDGE BALLENGER: And | had sone very good nentors. |

mean, you know, | had Judge Cureton that taught
me the rules. |f anybody remenbers practicing in
front of him you had to know the rules. And |
just served under Judge Edwards. You know, | was
Carol Connor’s first law clerk and then was Judge
Kinon's law clerk for a couple of nonths and then
Judge Ballenger’'s law clerk. So | started off on
a good position under three good judges that
taught nme what it was like to be a good judge,

and |’ msure that helped ne a ot in ny process.
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VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKI N:  You handl e yourself with such

JUDGE BALLENGER: It’'s just so hunmbling, but, you

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Very good.
JUDGE BALLENGER: And |I'm so grateful
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Well, super. Al right.

M5. MCIVER  Thank you, M. Chairman. This isn't

grace and conpassion all the while doing a superb
job followng the | aws and procedures and one of
the kindest judges in the entire state. So that
Is stemto stern in what | think judges ought to
do. And again, not perfect, not without fail,

but that you again are held in such high regard.

| don't think |’ve ever seen as many words
assigned to a candidate or for new el ection or
conti nued service as you' ve earned by the ball ot

box survey participants. And so --

know, if anybody’s ever been to the Tenth
Judicial Grcuit, you knowthat | conme froma
good -- both Oconee and Anderson have good Bars.
And so |I'’mlucky where | serve, and | try to
travel as nmuch as they'Il let me. So ny lifeis

j ust bl essed.

Questions by any of the other Conm ssion nenbers?
Ms. Mclver.

really a question. It's nore of a piggy back on
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what you were saying. There was one aspect of
your ballot box surveys that | wanted to point
out to you. And with sone of the candi dates

we’ ve seen in the past we’'ve had issues regarding
time. And I know with the conplexity of the
cases that you're dealing with, tine is always a
concern. You' ve got 15 m nutes or you ve got 30
mnutes to try and figure out what to do in a
custody battle that could decide where these
children end up for the next ten years. So | was
particularly struck by a couple of these
comments, and | just wanted to point themout to
you. And one of themwas actually stated, |
think, as a negative. But | kind of wanted to
poi nt out, knowng that I'msitting across froma
former clerk of court that | m ght get popped for
saying this. But one of these coments says,
sonetinmes she let’s her hearings run too |ong,

but she’s a good judge. And | don't think we
necessarily see it as a bad thing that the

heari ngs are running too | ong, especially when
you get the kind of comments that you' re getting
about how gracious you are and that you show such
nercy and that you're so kind. And | think when

the Chairman said you nmake the tough decisions, |
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JUDGE BALLENGER: Well, if there’s a negative comment

think it nust be a testanment to your wllingness
to give nore of your tinme to be able to nmake the
t ough deci sions when you' ve gotten all the
I nformation you need to do that. So I just

wanted to commend you on that.

that | would accept is that | am sonewhat bad on
time managenent. And that’s sonething that |
work on all the tine. Because | understand what
it’s like to be the | awers, but | have a bad
habit when | get focused in. | have blinders on,
and | somewhat forget about, you know, that clock
on the wall, and | have to keep rem ndi ng nyself.
And, you know, there are just sonme tines that
when you’' re deci ding custody and alinony and who
gets the dog and those kind of things, it just
can't be done in 15 mnutes. But normally |
can't renmenber a tine that | didn't get |unch,

and | didn’'t get out sonewhere between 5:00 and

5:30. | nean, you know, so it usually all works
out, but that is -- nmy ears just popped. |'m
sorry. |I'magetting over this cold, but, you

know, it generally all works out. But that is a
negative that | do recognize that | sonetines |et

that clock just go, and | don’t pay attention as
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much as | could. I1'mglad you' re thinking of it
as a positive, because | think nost |awers would
maybe take it as a negative.

M5. MO VER  For sure. But I'll end on a coment t hat
Is clearly positive. “Very hard worker. She is
about the only judge | know who graciously works
Friday afternoons to help inprove our docket
situation. Her judicial tenperanent and deneanor
are above reproach.” So thank you very nuch for
the great work that you' re doing and your
W I lingness to continue to serve.

JUDGE BALLENGER  That is very hunbling.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Qher questions or
coments? And | just want to add one nore that
you didn’'t perhaps expect, not to have too nuch
of a love fest. But there is one person that has

a negative about you, and that is that you work

t oo hard.
JUDGE BALLENGER | wll take that. | wll take that
as a conplinment. | wll turn that one
around.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And it’s, | think, fully
I ntended as a conplinent, and ny pausing in the

words is no less a conplinent to you.
JUDGE BALLENGER Wl l, you know, |I’'mfrom Marion
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County. You know, that’'s the Pee Dee that was
just ingrained in me grow ng up.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. All right. Unless
there’s anything el se, Judge, this wll concl ude
this portion of our screening. And again, thank
you for your willingness to continue serving.

You are well famliar with this process, and you
know that we take both the letter and the spirit
of the ethics laws very seriously. Any violation
or the appearance of inpropriety of those |aws

w || be deened very serious and deserving of
heavy wei ght in our screening process. You are
aware that this record will remain open until the
final release of the report of qualifications,
and you could be called back should the need
arise, correct?

JUDGE BALLENGER: Yes, | do recognize that.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W don’t expect that, but for
the record you do know that. Again, Judge, thank
you.

JUDGE BALLENGER:  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And safe travels back to your
courtroomand to your courthouse and to your
great part of the state.

JUDGE BALLENGER: Wl l, since |I’m going back to Cconee
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been duly sworn, testifies as follows:

County and it's 3:00 o' clock, I do not think Il
make it to ny courtroom today.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Let’s not put that on the
record. In fact, for the record, it is 6:30, and
Madam Cl erk, Ms. Bl ackl ey, excuses you from
service for the rest of the day.

MR STROM The drive’s that long. Yeah, she wouldn't
make it back if she flew

JUDGE BALLENGER  Thank y'all so nmuch.

MR STROM Judge, it’'s good to see you.

JUDGE BALLENGER: It’s good to be here. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Mdtion by Ms. Mlver, seconded
by Senator Talley, we go into executive session.

EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W are back on the record and
out of executive session. For the record, no
votes were taken, no business conducted. And we
again, Judge Forsythye, we wel come you. Thank
you for being early and working your cal endar and
schedul e today in spite of traffic and collisions
apparently on |-26, right?

JUDCE FORSYTHYE: Yes, sir.

THE HONORABLE M CHELE PATRAO FORSYTHE, havi ng

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You have prepared a Personal
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Data Questionnaire and a Sworn Statenent. Any
additions need to be made to those?

JUDCE FORSYTHYE: No, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Any objection to those being
i ncluded in the record?

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: No objection, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Very good. We will do that.
Judge, you're very famliar wth our process
here. 1’ve net you before, | think, twce?

(Exhi bit Nunber 21 was marked for identification

pur poses - (20 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorable M chél e Patrédo Forsythe.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 22 was marked for identification

purposes - (6 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

M chel e Patrao Forsythe.)

JUDCGE FORSYTHYE: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN.  Fam |y Court, and you sought a

Circuit Court position, | believe --
JUDGE FORSYTHYE: That's correct.
VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN: -- in the past. And so you

know our process and the thorough investigation
t hat we conduct, which focuses on the nine

eval uative criteria, and particularly including
t he ball ot box survey, a thorough study of your

application materials, verification of your
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conpliance with the state ethics |laws, a search
of newspaper articles in which your name appears,
a study of previous screenings and a check for
econom c conflicts of interest. There is one
affidavit that we’ve received in opposition to
your election and one witness will be present to
testify. W wll take that up nonentarily, but
you now have the opportunity to nake a brief
opening statenent if you like. The floor is
yours. |f you would waive that, we will turn you
over to M. Hazzard for questions.

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: |’ m happy to waive that. Thank you
so much.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Very good. M.
Hazzar d.

MR HAZZARD: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

JUDCE FORSYTHYE - EXAM NATI ON BY MR HAZZARD:

Q Judge Forsythye, after your service on the Famly
Court since 2016, | believe, why do you want to
continue serving as a Famly Court judge?

A Well, | think | said it three years ago, but it
I's an amazing job where you get to serve the
public, the communities in South Carolina and get
to make a difference in the best way you can

under the |aw and to al so serve children and
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serve our children in our state. And | think
there isn’'t anything nore powerful than that.
Thank you, Judge. Judge Forsythye, what do you
bel i eve your reputation is anobng court personnel
and the attorneys that practice before you?
Well, I think I have a good reputation. |
certainly see a |l ot of people in Charleston and
around the state when we get the opportunity to
ride the circuit. | believe I'mfair. | believe
that | have conpassion and enpathy. And at the
sane time | believe | followthe rule of law, as
|"mrequired to do so, and all ow everyone to be
heard and gi ve everyone the opportunity to be
hear d.

Thank you. Judge Forsythye, the Conmm ssion
recei ved 521 ballot box surveys regarding you
wth 66 additional coments. The ball ot box
surveys, for exanple, contained the follow ng
positive comments, “Exceptional judge, adherent
to the rules, conscious of the Famly Court
trenches, wish there were nore |like her. Judge
Forsythye is an outstanding Fam |y Court judge.
She has a wonderful tenperanent, conpassionate
and is thoughtful with her rulings. She works

hard and is very smart, and she is polite and
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m | d mannered unl ess the situati on demands
otherw se. | do not always agree with her, but I
respect her decision nmaking process. She is an
excel l ent judge. | have appeared before Judge
For syt hye maybe 100 tines over the course of
three years when | was juvenile public defender.
| ve never seen anot her human, judges i ncl uded,
care nore about kids and have a better sense of
how to reach them | have been in chanbers with
her for an hour on a case where the solicitor and
| could not figure out how to help a kid because
of their conplicated circunstance, and she woul d
commt to not leaving until we found a sol ution.
Thi s happened dozens of tines. She kept court

| ate the day before Thanksgi ving once that so

ki ds coul d have detention hearings and may have a
chance to be safely released to their parents. |
have never seen such a conpassionate, thoughtful,
creative problem solver on the bench.” Judge
Forsythye, sone of the witten coments expressed
concerns about your candi dacy. Some comments

I ndi cated that at tinmes you deviate fromthe

rul es and can be condescendi ng and use
unpr of essi onal tones when dealing with litigants

and attorneys, that you nay be prone to show ng
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favoritismto certain nenbers of the Bar and that
at tinmes you can be slow in issuing orders
general ly and specifically those taken under

advi senent on other tine-sensitive matters. \Wat
response woul d you offer to these concerns that
were raised in the bench and Bar surveys?

Vell, | don't think anybody is a perfect human,
much | ess a perfect judge. And there may be
times where | make attorneys unconfortable or
litigants unconfortable because |'mruling in a
way that they don't like. | do believe | follow
the law. And | do try to be as enpathetic as |
can within those constructs. Wen it conmes to
taking matters under advisenment, | really take
the tinme to think through matters, and sone of
these matters are conplex. | nean, they' re not
just do you give custody to one parent over the
other. Sonetimes it really requires thinking

t hrough a custodi al evaluation, |ooking at al

t he evidence and really thinking through and

anal yzing the material and the evidence that’s
presented before | make any kind of decision. |
woul d hope that every judge deliberates carefully
and closely and | ooks at all the evidence before

maki ng a deci sion and issuing an order.
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Q Thank you, Judge.

MR. HAZZARD: The Low Country Citizens Conmttee
reported Judge Forsythye to be well qualified as
to the evaluative criteria of ethical fitness,
prof essi onal and academ c ability, character,
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent.
Judge Forsythye was also found qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The Commttee commented that Judge
Forsyt hye has been instrunental in hol ding
virtual Famly Court hearings and trials. She
has al so sought the input of the attorneys who
practice | aw before her to keep Fam |y Court
runni ng snoot hly.

Q At this point, Judge Forsythye, | have sone just
housekeepi ng questions for you.

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Yes, sir.

MR. HAZZARD:. M. Chairman, if there’'s a conplaint
agai nst Judge Forsythye, then we can go there.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  You can have a seat, Judge, if
you wll.

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Yes, sir. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKI N: M. Wal ker, cone on up.

MR. WALKER:  Thank you, sir.
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as follows:

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right.

LEE “CARLTON' WALKER, being duly sworn, testifies

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN. Al right, sir. Tell us your
nare.

MR WALKER M nane is Lee “Carlton” \al ker.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  All right. And you have filed
a conpl ai nt about Judge Forsythye; is that
correct?

MR WALKER: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And we have received every
subm ssion that you have produced thus far.

MR WALKER | filed a forty-seven-page Affidavit with
approximately 1,400 exhibits -- pages of
exhibits, to verify exactly what | was saying is
accurate and correct.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Ckay. And we have those?

MR WALKER As far as | know, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Very good. Al right. | do
want to publish a letter that was sent to you by
emai | on Novenber the 17th at Lee or
Lcar | t onWal ker @ot mai | . com

MR WALKER: Is this the letter, sir?

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN.  That is the letter.
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MR VWALKER: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And we can put this in the
record, but I want to just rem nd you. Again,
you have brought a trove of information on your
rostrumthere in addition to a cooler, or what do
you have there?

MR VWALKER: Oh, that’'s just the -- it’s a case for
carryi ng.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Ckay.

MR WALKER: It’'s a file case.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So again, M. Wl ker, the
Judicial Merit Selection Comm ssion wll hear
your conplaint, and |I’mgoing to paraphrase this
-- and just to rem nd you of what our goal is and
what the paraneters for your conments in proper
w || be today, okay?

MR WALKER  Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  But we will hear your conpl aint
regardi ng Judge Forsythye, and in order to adhere
with the restrictions on judges contained in
Canon 3(B)(9) of the Canons of Judicial Conduct,
whi ch prohibit a judge from publicly conmenting
on pending litigation. And in order to safeguard
the integrity of the judicial process for all

parties involved, your testinony, the testinony
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of the conplainant, nust be limted to

al | egati ons about Judge Forsythye’s service based
on our evaluative criteria. And to rem nd you
again, we're |looking to hear only what you
believe is relevant to whether she should serve
based on her constitutional qualifications, her
ethical fitness, professional and academ c
ability, character, reputation, physical health,
mental stability, experience and judici al
tenperanment. And again, you ve got an appeal
filed, correct?

MR WALKER: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Before the Court of Appeals,
correct?

MR. WALKER: Correct.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And so we are not going to
weigh in on the merits of your pending litigation
or the substantive actions of Judge Forsythye in
that litigation; do you understand that?

MR WALKER: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Okay. And --

MR VWALKER: | have a -- when you say substantive
actions, could you explain?

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Relating to the case that you

are appealing that is before the Court of
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Appeal s.

MR WALKER  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. And then you know,
agai n, based on this letter, that Judge Forsythye
w il be prohibited, ethically prohibited, from
respondi ng to any all egati ons about her
I nvol venent or actions in your pending
litigation. Do you understand?

MR VWALKER Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. So what we're --
and again, M. Hazzard is going to take here in a
second to hear fromyou. But we don't need 1,400
pages of exhibits or Ato Zin ternms of what is
under appeal. Please direct the conments you
want us to hear to those nine points.

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir. | went ahead and printed off
the -- thank you, sir, for your opportunity.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You don’t object to us putting
that letter to you, Novenber 17th letter, in the
record, do you?

MR WALKER: No, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And then you have responded to
M. Hazzard about that, and so again, we' re ready
to hear fromyou on the points that you think are

rel evant.

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 136

(Exhi bit Nunmber 23 was marked for identification

pur poses - (1 pages) Letter to the Conplai nant Lee
“Carlton” \Wal ker dated 11/17/21.)

MR WALKER: Ckay. Thank you, sir. Basically what |

did is | went ahead and | printed off -- y’all
sent nme the thing about the nine things. |
printed off the Judicial Merit Selection

Conm ssion’s policies and procedures. And so |
flipped to page 4, which there’'s an introduction
and then al so nunber 2, ethical fitness. [|'1I]
comment on that. And then also |I’ve highlighted
judicial tenperanent. And | would like to, |
guess, point out -- if you don't mnd, | would
like to give a little -- you know, basically tel
you who | am You know, born and raised in

Charl eston, South Carolina, born at St. Francis,
grew up on James Island. | went into the
mlitary. |’ma fourth generation veteran. And
| take the Constitution very seriously, defending
it. |, you know, put ny hand on the Bible, swore
an oath to defend it fromboth foreign and
donestic enemes. And | personally feel that
Judge Forsythye's actions are a donestic eneny to
the Constitution. And | regrettably have to be

before you to defend the Constitution. | w sh |
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was not before you guys. | could think of a
mllion things |I'd rather do. | even have a
forefather that fought in the Anerican
Revolution. It’s on ny noms side. Her |ast
nane’s Riley, and Joe’'s a distant cousin. And ny
forefather fought for freedom |In the Affidavit,
Judge Forsythye, in an order, no | ess than seven
times or nore, beared false wtness against ne in
court orders. It’s proven without a doubt she
beared fal se witness. Bearing false witness is
one of the ten Commandnents, and, you know, |
never realized, you know, bearing false wtness,
what is that. Howis that up there with nurder.

| can honestly tell you that having ny child
taken away because a judge has beared fal se

W t ness agai nst ny character -- as a matter of

fact, the judge said | threatened ot her judges.

|f that was the case, | would be in jail. |
would be in jail if | threatened other judges. |
didn't do that. |I'ma registered realtor in
South Carolina. |I’min the process of becomng a

broker-in-charge for a conpany that |I'’mstarting
call ed W Love Real Estate Conpany. | own donmin
nanes |i ke W Love Charl eston.com M/ renovation

conpany is Golden Property Renovations. W
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follow the golden rule. W treat others as we
woul d want to be treated. | cannot say that
about Judge Forsythye. Never in ny |life have |
ever seen anyone -- and it’s in the records. She

menti ons about the other counsel, how she knew
where they lived, as if they were friends. and
how many cases she had done with the guardi an,
and she didn’'t seek the truth in ny case. That’s
all I wanted. That’'s all |’'ve been asking for,
and she has stood here before you sayi ng she gave
peopl e an opportunity to be heard. She was very
biased in ny case. | filed nunerous tines. As a
matter of fact, the attorney that filed this
original case in Cctober 30th of 2020 was

di sbarred fromhis practicing in South Carolina

because he took approximately 95,000 out of trust

accounts. That same man -- Covid hit ne really
hard. | was a contractor. | immediately had
$60, 000 in business cancel. | had to let my guys
go. | had to put up -- close ny shop down, put

all nmy stuff in storage. And ny attorney dropped
nme because | was 27,000 behind in paying him

The nonent that happened, that attorney filed a
fal se claimand broke Rule 11 out of this book.

When you’'re an attorney and you file a claim
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you' re supposed to certify that it’s the actual
facts and correct. So when that happened, |
didn’t have an attorney. M child was taken
away. And in Famly Court, you are guilty until
proven innocent. It's not the opposite. And so
| ong story short, ny father, who is a -- he’'s a
Citadel grad, graduated fromthe Ctadel, did 36
years of civil service as an electrical engineer.
And he gave ne 15,000 out of his retirement to
hire an attorney. That attorney did not study
the case. W went before Judge Ferderigos, and
another time | wll be here when his

reappoi ntnment is up. So Judge Ferderigos heard
the case, did not --

VI CE CHAl RVAN RANKI N Excuse ne.

MR. WALKER: Yes, |I'msorry.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  We don’t need the chronol ogy of
t he case and how you got here. |I'mnot trying to
cut you off, but --

MR WALKER  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: -- again, the conplaints about
Judge Forsythye is the pertinent -- those nine
things that we tal ked about. That’'s what we're -

MR WALKER: Yes, sir.
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VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  -- wanting you to focus on.
MR WALKER: Ckay. So after that, that was agai nst

case law, Stefan v. Stefan. Stefan v. Stefan
basi cal |y says that judges cannot del egate their
responsibility to anyone, no guardi ans, no one.
The decision for the mnors is solely based for
the court. | immediately filed stuff. And here
Is what | filed, asking for to be heard. It was
denied. To show bias, every single thing that I
have filed until | filed a Conplaint with

Charl eston County Del egation, which is like 14
senators or representatives or vice versa, but
it’s |ike 22 nmenbers. Just about everything |
filed was deni ed, and everything that the other
party or the guardian filed was accepted. That’'s
the definition of bias. April 7th, when we went
in front of Judge Forsythye, | thinking that the
truth matters in a court of |aw, believing that
affidavits matter, | point out the dishonesty,
and the judge says -- and it’'s in the transcript.
| see that, too, and then proceeds to tell ne
that affidavits are not considered evidence, but
yet in June 16th when | went in front of her, ny
attorney that had quit because | couldn’t pay him

had filed an affidavit, and he told nme the
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I nterrupt, but --

MR VALKER: Al right. Back to Judge Forsythye. 1'm
basically -- let’s go over back to -- it says,

Page 141
information that he had on this thing was
correct, because he had tal ked to anot her
attorney and the information -- and so | was

under the belief | was presenting truthful
information to the court. And in that June 16th
during lunchtinme she throws me in jail for about
two hours. | prayed to God. | said, |
understand, God. You' ve chosen ne because being
a fourth generation veteran you know | wll not
back down fromwongful stuff and for me to go
through this. And | firmy believe God appointed
me to go through the worst case in probably South
Carolina history, and this is going to nake
national history because | started the

organi zation, Famly Court Reformorg. And |['m
going to be nonetizing it next year to change
Famly Court, because this is not just in the
State of South Carolina. You can read in

M ssouri there’s a problem

the Commi ssion al so seeks to inpart its viewthat

good tenperanent is an essential quality of a
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judge. Justice can surely prevail when a judge
Is courteous to litigants and | awers alike.

gave this Conmm ssion the transcripts from Apri l
7th and fromJune 16th, if you read it. |’ve

al ready been told from sone other representatives
that stuff like that shouldn’'t go on. Ckay. So
-- give ne one second. Al right. So -- |
covered that. Gkay. So the character of Judge
Forsythye. She presented witten fal se
information and witten -- like it’s conpletely
false. One of the things -- I’'ll give you an
exanple. | filed an energency hearing on April
2nd -- energency hearing, and it was denied on
April 22nd, 20 days later. Also, | wuld like to
point out in the judicial code -- let ne turn to
Rule 501. Al right. So what |1'd |Iike to point
out first is Judicial Canon 3. | believe that is
nunber 8, the judge shall dispose of all judicial
matters pronptly, efficiently and fairly. 1In the
commentary it says, in disposing natters
pronptly, efficiently and fairly a judge nust
denmonstrate due regard for the rights of the
parties to be heard and to have the issues

resol ved wi thout unnecessary costs, unnecessary

costs or delay. That is in the 2021 edition of
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VI CE

the South Carolina court of rules. Now on June
16th, and it’s in the transcript, the attorney
that was disbarred, on the 16th he was stil
practicing law. At the beginning of the June
16th hearing -- it was going to be an all day
hearing. He said -- he pointed out that M.

Wal ker, nyself, had a paid w tness outside who
was a doctor, charging nme by the hour. It says
right there, unnecessary costs and driving up the
cost of the case. The attorney said, Your Honor,
can we bring that witness in. She denied that
and waited until the very end of the day to bring
the witness in. Instead of the witness costing
me only $200, it cost me al nbst $1,000. Anot her
one, driving up costs, I'mgoing to read the
court -- | have it in here. |I'mgoing to read
you basically the statute concerning guardi an ad
litenms and what they can and cannot hear.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Let nme interrupt you again. 1In
your reply, your email reply, on the 24th of
Novenber you were going to again limt yourself
to ethical fitness, character, reputation and
judicial tenmperament. Again, not to be

di srespectful, but we want to hear, not the cost

of litigation, but please limt your coments to
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t hose particul ar areas.

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir. Under Canon 3 it says, a judge
shall performthe duties of judicial office
Inmpartially and diligently. And driving up costs
of my case is prohibited. And to give another
exanple of the judge not -- and it’s a case --
and it’s law. It’s South Carolina [aw. The
judge is to followthis law. It’'s S.C. Code --

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You’ ve alleged that in your
brief, | believe. And you conpl ai ned about the
costs associated with your litigation in your
brief that is on appeal, correct?

MR VWALKER: No, this area is not part of that. Wat
| mpointing out to -- a guardian ad litem --
It’s 63830. It says -- B -- it says, a guardian
ad litem nust be conpensated for attending a
hearing related solely to financial matters if
the matter is not related to the suitability of
the parents’ custody, visitation and child
support. So a guardian is not to be conpensated,
and that neans her attorney’s not to be
conpensated for a hearing anything with
financial. | asked the judge before the 16th
hearing to not |let the guardian and her attorney

be at a suit noney hearing. M ex was suing ne
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VI CE

wanting me to pay her attorney fees. That is
strictly financial. That has nothing to do with
custody, visitation or child support. | asked
the judge not to let them hear that case. The
judge let themsit in all day. That is against
the court rules. The judge drove up ny costs |
don’t even know how much. That has nothing to do
wth nme filing about her decision on the suit
noney, and | know for a fact that she ignored
Stefan v. Stefan.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Again, that’'s a matter for the
appel l ate court, not for us in this Judicial

Merit Sel ection Conmm ssion.

MR VWALKER. Ckay. See, Chairman, | really apol ogi ze

If I"’mstepping on things. But if this can is

ki cked down the road -- because during one of ny
things -- and | believe this is inproper for a
judge to say. “There’'s another man just |ike you

that 1’"mgoing to be putting in jail, M.

Wal ker.” That was intimdation. That was a
threat. Wy is a judge bringing up another case
in nmy case. It also goes to talk about
inmpartiality. Inpartiality is a principle of
justice holding that decisions should be based on

objective criteria rather than the basis or
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prejudice or preferring the benefit of one person
or another for inproper reasons. This is ny
opinion. | believe because the first judge nade
a mstake that they were basically thinking that
|’ mgoing to nmake it to where M. Walker -- | was
supposed to have a hearing on the 16th of
Novenber, and the other party is asking that | be
put in jail for wearing a T-shirt that has ny
daughter’s nane on it. And this is based on
Judge Forsythye’'s ruling. Never in a mllion
years -- ne -- and by the way, | served in
Somalia in 1993 with Colin Powell, and I risked
nmy life for this country. And | didn’t cone back
to hear -- and | know Colin Powell’s proud of ne
standi ng here. Because whatever he told ne an ny
boys to do, we would have done it. And | would
have given ny life for the freedomof this
country. And | know he's proud for ne to stand
here, because | did not risk ny life to cone to a
court that tinme after tinme after tinme | asked to
be heard and asked to be heard, denied, denied,
denied, denied. M sinple right to be heard, the
constitutional right, and then for a judge to
make decisions that limt ny freedom of speech,

and she was hoping, this is ny opinion, that when

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 147

| got put injail for lunchtime, that | would be
| i ke everybody el se and give up and go away. And
y'all would never hear fromanyone. But being a
veteran, it’s guys |ike ne that charged that
hill, the reason everyone in this room and
everyone in the State of South Carolina have
their freedom And | can’'t begin to tell you
what it’'s like to have a judge to bear false
W tness on you. It’'s alnost -- the only thing I
can say about that, it’s equivalent -- and we’ve
all seen these stories of nen that were put in
jail for nmurder that were innocent, and they did
20-sonething years. |I’ma good guy. M famly’s
awesone. M father, James Wal ker, travels the
country for about the past 15 years playing for
free at fallen soldiers funerals, playing live
taps. He graduated fromthe Ctadel. And now I
hope all of you take the tine to read all 47
pages of ny Affidavit and pleas do not reel ect
Judge Forsythye, and I'’mgoing to read a few
things that | put together.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W have the Affidavit, so you
don’t --

MR. WALKER: You have the Affidavit. GCkay. The

Affidavit is clear when it cones to bias. And
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the order left everything out that woul d nake ne
| ook good.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  An respectfully, again --

MR VWALKER: Right, right. GCkay.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You were not represented by an
attorney during your appearing before Judge
Forsythye? Wre you pro se?

MR VWALKER: Yes, sir, | was pro se.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And not that there’s anything
wong with that. W all have the right to do
that, but you now have an attorney who is
pursuing this appeal, correct?

MR WALKER: Correct, and he’s a col |l eague of you
guys. It’s G| Gatch, Representative G| Gatch.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  We have, again, his initial
brief and then his revised brief. So, again,

we’ ve got the | egal arguments that --

MR WALKER. Ckay. Yeah, | -- sir, please accept ny
heartfelt apologies. | have never had to do this
before. |'d much rather be at hone.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And |’ m not hopefully com ng
across as conplaining that you are here. W
wel cone a conplaint. M/ point is to, again,
rem nd you that we're not the Court of Appeals.

You' ve got a record that your attorney is making
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for judicial review --

MR. WALKER: Correct.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- our job is the -- again,
Wi thin those nine evaluative criteria, and that’s

MR WALKER: So if you all have the very | ast pages,
page -- | guess it would be |like -- | have a
prayer in there that | ask this Conm ssion, page
45 and 46 of ny thing. And |’ve never been a
preacher, and | probably won’'t be. And I |ove ny
daughter. Just to give you an exanpl e of what
type of father I am \Wen the Charl eston nine
happened - -

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: M. Chairman, |’ mnot --
you've got to stick to --

MR WALKER: Ckay. | was -- okay. Sorry about that.
W' ve covered partiality. Ckay, ex parte
comuni cation. In her ruling -- and this has not
been brought up as an issue. Her ruling fromthe
-- | believe it was the April 7th order, the
ot her attorneys, including nyself, were not clear
about what her order says and what the
transcripts say. They' re two different things,
and it was concerning a doctor being involved

wth the case.
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VI CE CHAI RVMAN RANKIN: Is that sonething you are
pursuing in your appeal ?

MR WALKER: No, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. And so that, again

MR WALKER: The ex parte communication. | believe
that the judge had ex parte comrunication with an
outside party without ne being there and w t hout
t he other counsel or the guardian’s counsel being
there. Because the other side filed a
clarification, and then the judge ruled in ny
favor and at the clarification stuck ne with al
the legal bills. Wwen it was sonmething | had
asked for to start with. But there had to be ex
parte conmunication, because there’'s no other
expl anati on because the other side would not have
asked for clarification in that matter. |f you
pul | the Charleston County Famly Court records -
- and that’'s another thing |'’mgoing get to. The
judge told the clerk of court to stop accepting
M. Walker’s filings. They wouldn’t take ny
filings. M nother is on her way here. She can
testify to this and also paid a server to nake a
filing. They wouldn't accept ny noney. The
papers need to go to Judge Forsythye first, and
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t hen she gets to pick out what she wants and then
can file whatever she wants to file. That
actual ly happened. | have it on film So |

don’t understand how the clerk of court could
deny ne to file a notion to be heard, but that
was directed by the judge. Judicial tenperanent,
character traits enconpassing both ability to
apply law to the facts and understand how t he
judicial decision will affect human beings
appearing before court. | still can't believe a
judge said, “l see that -- | saw that”, talking
about the truth, and then did nothing about it.
We need judges that seek the truth in cases. You
have to. The truth has to matter, has to matter,
because right now how this affected a human bei ng
and a citizen of the State of South Carolina ny
little girl fromage four has been racing, and
she has 230 wins racing go-carts, and in the
racing community in North and South Carolina

she’s known as Racing --

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Again, M. Chairman, this

Is not related to the standard that you set

forth.

MR VWALKER: Ckay.
MR. RUTHERFORD: Interesting, but nor rel ated.
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MR VWALKER. | was trying to get to the point of how
the judge’'s decision negatively affected ny
famly and ne. |’'ve m ssed every major holiday -

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  That again -- respectfully,
that’s not why we're here. You are pursuing an
appeal to undo the legal -- what you allege to be
the legal errors here, okay?

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Another thing that is in your
criteria is arrogance.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  No, sir.

MR WALKER: It's not. It's on judicial tenperanent,
nunber 9, and it says, the Comm ssion will place
strong enphasis on each candidate' s ability to
consi stently exhibit exenplatory (sic) judicial
tenperanment. Conduct that is disrespectful,
arrogant, inpatient or arbitrary is an inpedi nent
to the adm nistration of justice. The arrogance
of Judge Forsythye. In court she bragged about
how many -- her background and cases before
hi gher courts and proceeded to becone a
prosecutor in ny case. And then asked if | could
tell that she used to be a prosecutor or
sonet hing along those Iines. And a judge should

not put thenselves as a litigant in the case when
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the two parties are the litigants. So the
arrogance. Also, it’s in the transcript -- she
said, “It’s ny court, ny rules, ny procedures.”
The last tine | checked, it’'s the people’s court.

The system should be for the people and by the

peopl e, not an arrogant judge that said, “It’'s ny
court, ny rules, ny procedures.” That's in the
transcript. Inpatient -- all you have to do is
read the transcript. | can’t even count how nany

tinmes | was cut off when | had asked to speak.

M. Wal ker, M. Walker -- | can’'t even count.
Very inpatient. Arbitrary -- | can’t tal k about
arbitrary, but the decisions were arbitrary.

They were not based on the facts. And all you
have to do is read G| Gatch’s appeals, and you
wll see that. Al so, noral vigor -- the decision
that makes ne in life come fromw thin nyself
froma sense of what is right. | amcommtted to
the truth and do channeling it outward. W need
judges with noral vigor that are commtted to the
truth. The judge admtted seeing the other
party’s untruthful ness. The only person in this
case who has noral vigor is nyself trying over
and over and over and over to get the Court to

pay attention to the truth, and it ignored ne. |
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didn’t even get a chance to be heard. This false
thing was filed. | tried to file notions so |
could be heard to defend it, and -- tyranny,

cruel and oppressive governnment or rule. That’s
another -- it’s the last word in nunber 9,
judicial tenperanent. Telling the Charl eston
County Clerk of Court to stop accepting anything
fromnme, saying that all nmy stuff’'s irrel evant,
and that’s not the case. |If you read -- which
y’all have the exhibit, that was filed April 8th
and denied on -- her file -- excuse ne -- filed
February 8th and deni ed by Judge Forsythye on
February 9th. Al you have to do is read that
and tell me howthat is irrelevant to ny case in
trying to point out about the things that were --
like the other judge didn't follow the rules, the
case law. Judges are supposed to follow the case
law. It was very relevant to ny case, but yet
that is part of what the judge beared false

W t ness about ne in her order, along wth saying
that | attacked or | threatened judges. |If that
was the case, | would be in jail. Ponmpous -- |
think that’s another one that y’all have -- oh,
ponposity. The quality of being ponpous, self

I nportance, all you have to do is read the court
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transcripts of both fromApril 7th and June 16th
to see that she is -- exhibits being ponpous. An
I npedi ment, that is another thing for the
Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion concerning
judges. A hindrance or obstruction in doing
sonmething. | was definitely obstructed from
filing hearings and just the right to be heard,
which is ny constitutional right. That --

adm nistration of justice -- an admnistration of
justice is a process by which the | egal system of
a government is executed. The presunption of
goal of such an --

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: M. Chairnman, again, he’'s

MR VWALKER: |'mreading the definition --

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: But we don't to be read
t he definition.

MR WALKER:  Okay.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: |f you all ege that she did
sonmet hi ng, state what she did, and then we wl|
apply it.

MR WALKER: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Don’'t read words and then
say how that applies to your case.

MR WALKER: |'mvery sorry, sir
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REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: No, it’s not that. |It’s
just if you allege that she did sonething, state
what she did, and then we can apply it, because
we read the rules. W understand what they are.

MR VWALKER: Yes, sir. Sorry, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And respectful ly, again, we
have your Affidavit, and again, 47 pages of it.
You don’t have to regurgitate that. But again,
to the degree you want us to hear further
i nformati on that you have not -- or highlights
fromthis forty-seven-page Affidavit, that’'s what
| would ask you to do.

MR VWALKER: Ckay, do highlights. | can do that,
because |’ ve actually highlighted a lot. But |
was going to go through each one of these --
under ethical fitness --

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You’' ve done that in the
Affidavit.

MR WALKER  Ckxay.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So you don’t have to republish
the Affidavit, okay?

MR VWALKER: Al right. Thank you, sir. Sorry. |'m
not an attorney. | sell real estate and I’'ma
contractor. And | do know in real estate |aw --

so as far as the Constitution goes, ny basic
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VI CE

MR VWALKER: \What -- okay. So where it says a judge

right to be heard to defend nyself nultiple tines
was deni ed. Not once denied the defendant’s or
the guardian’s notions. And it wasn't until
filed with the Charleston County Del egation --
then sonme things were to be heard. And | had a

guardian ad litem two years worth of a guardi an

ad litemdoing things, and this judge -- for ne
to -- a notion to renove the guardi an of two
years worth of stuff -- | asked for, at first,

five days, and | brought it back to two days --
CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Again, you' re heading into --

we're not the Court of Appeals here, okay?

is to be fair as far as -- it’s Judicial Code
Canon 3, nunber 8. Wat |'mgetting at is ny
notion be heard -- and she says she give
everybody -- | watched Judge Forsythye say she
gi ves everybody a fair chance to be heard. Two
years worth of stuff, ny notion to renove the
guardi an. She gives ne 15 mnutes. Fifteen

m nutes as a | ayperson, pro se, to tell two years
worth of stuff. And | said, Your Honor, | asked
for nore days, and you can -- and she interrupts
me multiple tinmes, and then she goes, I'll give

you 20 m nutes. And then throughout that 20
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mnutes | was interrupted | can’'t even count, but
it’s in the transcript. So | don't think that is
fair, but the other party was not treated that
way. QGuardians, |’ve already covered that.

Ckay. So I'mgoing to flip through here -- if
there’s anything that | highlighted. Page 6 is
where - -

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Respectfully, again, | didn't
mean to literally highlight it. W’ ve got 47
pages of your highlighted comments.

MR WALKER. |’'msorry, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W don’t need you to tell us
agai n.

MR VWALKER. Ckay. Al right.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: G ve us the 30,000 foot,
briefly identify things again that relate to
these nine evaluative criteria. Again,
respectfully, you ve been up here for a while,
and - -

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir. Al right. [I'"mgoing to end
it here very shortly. Nunber 2, ethical fitness,
| would think that the only conclusion sonebody
could come to as far as the ex parte
communi cation that | believe happened and any --

and the test is whether a | ayperson -- and that
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REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: M. Chairman, again he’'s -

MR WALKER: Well, one of things that | woul d point

I's on Canon 2, the standard for inpartiality.
Under the standard includes violations of |aw,
court laws, and it’'s what a |layperson |like nyself
woul d see. Character, honesty is, | would say
not one of Judge Forsythye's traits based on what
|"ve wtnessed and what |’ ve seen in her
witings. Accountability, when | tried to point

out --

- we don’t need you to pick every word and see
how it applies to her. You ve witten 47 pages
tous. Wveread it. W still have it. He's
sinply asking for you to tell us those things you
want to particularly nake us draw attention to,

and that’'s it.

out is on the June 16th day | filed conpl ai ni ng
about everything that she did to the Chief

Adm nistrative Judge in Charleston County, and it
was filed the day before the 16th. And when |

got before her on the 16th -- and you can read it
in the transcript -- she says, M. Wl ker, you
attacked ne. | did no such thing. | was

pointing out that -- the truth of the untruths of

what she wrote about ne. And instead of seeking
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the truth, I would say that goes to character
| nstead of owning up to a m stake, she becane

very angry and becane vengeful, and that is what

happened.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Ckay. Is that it?

MR WALKER: | would Iike to say one closing -- end in
a closing statenment. GCkay. So -- it’s at the

very | ast page.

VI CE CHAIRVAN RANKIN:  Is it in your Affidavit?

MR WALKER: No, sir. And | --

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: I f you just want to sunmmari ze
agai n, you prepared that paper you' re | ooking
for. Just tell us without having to read it what

your concl usi on woul d be.

MR VWALKER: In summary, | would -- see | was al ways
rai sed that court -- and | believe this, too, and
| still believe it. Being a fourth generation

veteran, that our court systemis the fairest in
the land. I1t’'s based on truth and justice and
honesty and based on the facts. And for a judge
to say affidavits are not evidence, that's a
sworn statenment. |If you can’t be held
accountabl e for your affidavit, what can you be
hel d accountabl e for, because they used those

affidavits to take away ny child. Howis -- it
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: W’ ve heard that.
MR WALKER: Yeah. So ny point being nade is |’ ve

can’t be a double standard. In our court system
we have to have judges that are not braggadoci os,
that followthe law, follow case |aw, are
respectful to everybody, do not tell the

Charl eston County Clerk of Court not to accept
docunents, and | personally feel the docunents
shoul d be given to the clerk of court. They
stanp everything then hand it to a judge. That
way we know nothing’s mssing, but that’'s not the
way this judge directed the court of clerk to do.

She gets all ny docunents --

never experienced sonething so tragic in nmy life,
and for over a year and a nonth | have not had ny
daughter. And it cost nme 355 bucks a day when

want to see her and a dollar a mnute to talk to

ny child. 1'ma licensed realtor, about to be a
| i censed broker-in-charge in Charleston. |1'ma
i censed contractor. | have ny conceal ed weapons

permt. And when you read that Affidavit, the
other side is not -- does not have their stuff
together like that. And so the court systemwe
have, we have to have judges that seek the truth.

It’s that sinple. The truth has to matter. M
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And again --

MR VWALKER: And all | can say is | would like this
Comm ssion -- guys like me and all the guys
standi ng behind Colin Powell, we don't give our

attorney has told nme, they don’t care about the
truth. And that should not be the case. And
that's all | have to say, and, you know, one of

the things is, God says, do not rejoice when your

enemes fall. |If y all don’'t have Judge
Forsyt hye reappointed, |I’mnot rejoicing, because
what -- the damage that’'s been done to nme and ny

famly can never be restored. This is not a

joyful day for nme to be before you guys and

girls. | nean, | -- and | pray that we have
judges -- and if Judge Forsythye is not allowed
to continue, | wll pray for her. She has a son

that |loves racing like nmy child does, and we do
have sonething in conmon. Her son |ikes Kevin
Harvick. M little girl is friends with Kevin
Harvick’s son. And that was the life ny child
was |living. She has not been in a seat of a car

In over a year.

lives for stuff the way this judge acted. And
pl ease take in mnd the sacrifice nyself and sone

of ny brothers -- and they tell you, you | ook
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around in boot canp. Sone of you are never
making it out of the US mlitary alive, and
you're going to die defending the Constitution.
Please do it for the Constitution, because Judge
Forsythye did not followit. And that's all
have to say.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Thank you, M. Walker. And we
appreci ate your service to our country --
MR. WALKER: Thank you.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- and your participation today
as a conplainant. Any questions by the
Conmi ssi on nenbers? There being none at this
poi nt. Thank you very nuch, and you cane in with
a few folks, the young lady in the front here --
MR WALKER: That’'s ny nother, Helen WAl ker. She’s the
conptrol l er for Linmehouse Properties, Buck
Li mehouse. Y all probably know himas the first
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Wel cone, Ms. Wal ker.
MR. WALKER: -- the first highway conm ssioner.
That’s ny endeavor -- 28 years for the -- she’'s
t he biggest hard ass | know, probation, parole
services. She did 28 years --
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Your nother, you’'re talking

about ?
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MR WALKER. Huh? My aunt.

VI CE CHAIRVAN RANKIN:  I'"msorry, | couldn’t hear
t hat .

MR WALKER: Yeah. She did 28 years with South
Carolina’ s worst. And she's the biggest hard ass
| know, and she was ny supervisor until Judge
Forsythye made it where | had to have a paid
supervisor. And then that’'s ny father right
there who -- he has cancer.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N And his nanme?

MR. WALKER: Janes Joseph \Wal ker, Jr.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKIN:  Very good. And then the young
lady in the back. |s she --

MR WALKER: No, she’s not with ne, but -- and | have
one last thing to say. This is the nost
I nportant thing, because | |ost ny business, and
| was a pro se, ny father is nost selfless acting
man. He's exhausted his retirement. He
nortgaged his house, and he sold an interest in
the famly farm because of the actions of Judge
Forsythye. And | ast Thanksgi ving of 2020 he was
di agnosed with cancer. And | told nyself |
woul dn’t get upset. So far he’'s m ssed a year
with ny daughter. No respectable famly Ilike
m ne and a Ctadel grad who did 36 years of civil
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service as an engi neer should have to | ose
everything for a judge that does not seek the
truth,.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Thank you, M. Walker. And
agai n, thank you all for being here.

MR. WALKER: You’re wel cone. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: |1l give you a nonent to
collect that. And then we’'re going to bring
Judge Forsythye back up for some housekeepi ng
i nformation, because as y’'all know, Judge
Forsythye is constrained fromreplying. God
speed to y'all --

MR VWALKER: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- with your recovery as well,

sir. Judge, cone back up, if you wll.

Q Finally, Judge, we have sone housekeepi ng issues

that we need to go through. Judge Forsythye,

since submtting your letter of intent, have you

contacted any nmenbers of the Conm ssion regarding

your candi dacy?
A No.
Q Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including the

limtations on contacting nenbers of the CGeneral

Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, sir.
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A

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

No, sir.

Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f,
or are you aware of anyone attenpting to
intervene in this process on your behal f?

No, sir.

And have you reviewed and do you understand the
Comm ssion’s guidelines on pledging and the
provisions of S.C. Code § 2-19-70(E)?

Yes, sSir.

MR HAZZARD: And | would note for the record, M.

VI CE

Chai rman, that any concerns raised during the

I nvestigation regardi ng Judge Forsythye were

I ncorporated into staff’s questioning of Judge
Forsythye today, and wth that, M. Chairman, |
have no further questions.

CHAI RMVAN RANKI N:  Okay. Questions by Comm ssion
menbers? Let nme just start, Judge Forsythye,
again we -- |’ve net you before here. [|’ve never
appeared before you in court, thanks be to the

Lord for not appearing in Famly Court. | guess
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MS. CRAWFORD: Five hundred and 21.

VI CE CHAl RVAN RANKIN:  Sorry?

MS. CRAWFORD: Five hundred and 21.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Just counting, right. And to

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: That is correct, sir.
VI CE CHAl RVAN RANKIN: Both in the constitutional

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Well, | think nost everybody that

ny constitution doesn't allowne to do it. Cod
bl ess those who do and serve as judges as well.
Bal | ot box surveys, we have -- how many

respondent s?

that nunmber | want to tell you that you enjoy an
overwhel m ngly favorable reputation within the
anonynous participants who are | awers, | guess,
t hat appear before you. Half would be unhappy

any day that you nake a ruling, correct?

qualifications -- again, across the board. And
so how do you strive to not nmake peopl e happy but
to do your job and carry out the charge of being

a Famly Court judge?

appears before the court knows it isn't easy.
This isn’t an easy job. And sonetinmes it’'s a
little thankless in a way, nmakes things
complicated, but | took an oath. And when | cane

here six years ago, | was conpelled to service.
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VI CE

And I'mstill brought to that same conpulsion to
continue to serve ny state and ny community and
to make a difference. |'mstruck by some of the
coments that M. Hazzard published today. |
hadn’t heard those. | do believe in working with
children in the juvenile justice world and giving
t hem opportunities that maybe -- and avenues t hat
maybe they didn’'t think they had before.
Simlarly, when we’'re tal ki ng about abuse and
negl ect, really working to make sure that the
voice of the children are heard, to hear
everything fairly, openly and honestly and know
that every decision that | nmake and any Fam |y
Court judge who has cone before you in these | ast
few weeks has made, and they’ re not easy

deci sions, but we do the best job that we can.
And we try to honor the |aw There’s a | ot of
statutory confinenents that we have in addition
to the case law. W just do the best job that we
can and the nost professional job that we can
each and every day.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  One of the commenters who has
appeared before you over 100 tinmes in the course
of three years in Charleston says they' ve never

seen anot her human, judges included, care nore
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about ki ds and have a better sense of how to
reach them Again, perhaps akin to what you
heard, breaking barriers for kids for the first
time as you appear like a friend to themto help
figure out how to help a kid. Never seen such a
conpassi onate, thoughtful, creative problem
solver on the bench. Again, that fromthe
advocate of a child. So as you continue to do
this, again, Lord willing, how are you -- wll it
be harder? WII| it be easier for you to continue
doing this? Are you still fresh at this and find

joy in making these hard deci sions?

JUDCGE FORSYTHYE: | don't think that it’s always
joyful, but I amstill very notivated. There's
still so much to do. | know that the CGeneral

Assenbly is working hard to re-frane juvenile
justice and what that |ooks Ilike. Simlarly,
when it cones to abuse and neglect, there’'s a | ot
to do on the private side in ternms of custody,
visitation, what alinmony will look like in the
next ten years. And there’'s so many different
facets to a Fam |y Court judge that the | aw keeps
devel oping. And it’s always fresh. There's

al ways sonet hi ng new that is happening.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Conments or questions by other
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JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Well, we were |lucky that the Suprene

VI CE

Conmi ssion nenbers? Al right. Judge, you --
and that there are none is not a negative sign.
You have got wonderful letters of reference. The
bal | ot box surveys, again, speak to your role in
the courtroom And a conplinent to you in the
pandem c, one w ote about your accessibility in
trying to nake that system work when a lot of the
courtroons, a lot of the clerks of court, pretty
much didn’t know what to do. So conplinents to

you in that vein as well.

Court really made a framework for us to hear
cases virtually and to be accessible. W were

| ucky that, unlike sonme other states, that we
remai ned runni ng even though we were at a nore
limted pace, but we continued to operate during
the pandemc. | was glad to do that.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Okay. Al right. Judge

Forsyt hye, w thout any other questions, again,

t hank you for your willingness to serve and being
here today and participating in this process
today. Let me remnd you that this portion wll
be cl osed, but before the formal record of
qualifications is issued, we could call you back.

You know that we are very serious about both the
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(There being nothing further, the proceedi ng concluded at

| etter and the spirit of the ethics laws. Any
violation or the appearance of inpropriety would
be taken very seriously. And while we don't
expect that, you know that we could call you back
in that off chance, correct?

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Yes, sir, | do, M. Chairnan.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Very good. Al right. Judge,
again, thank you and --

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Thank you so nuch.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N -- hopefully the travel back
for all of y'all driving back to Charleston wll
be | ess -- although, no, it’s the wong way right
now. Ant no good way to go to Charleston on
26.

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: No, not right now, M. Chairman.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Right. But thank you. Cod
speed to y'all. Safe travels. Thank y’all
so nuch.

JUDGE FORSYTHYE: Thank you so nuch.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN.  And that will conclude today's

portion of the hearings.

(Exhi bit Nunber 24 was marked for identification

pur poses - (47 pages) Conplaint of Lee “Carlton”

Val ker.)
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4:48 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, JENNI FER NOTTLE, COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
I N AND FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA AT LARGE, HEREBY
CERTI FY THAT | REPORTED THI S PROCEEDI NG ON MONDAY, THE
29TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021, AND THAT THE FOREGO NG 171
PACGES CONSTI TUTE A TRUE AND CORRECT TRANSCRI PTI ON OF MY
STENOVASK REPORT OF SAI D PROCEEDI NG

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT | AM NEI THER ATTORNEY NOR
COUNSEL FOR, NOR RELATED TO OR EMPLOYED BY ANY OF THE
PARTI ES CONNECTED WTH TH' S ACTI ON, NOR AM | FI NANCI ALLY
| NTERESTED | N SAI D CAUSE.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | HAVE SET MY HAND AND SEAL THI S
6TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2022.

JENNI FER NOTTLE, COURT REPORTER
My COMWM SSI ON EXPI RES JULY 11, 2023
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